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Introduction
At its meeting on 6 July 2009 the Area Forum was informed that the budget of £50,000 for ‘general’ projects to provide small grants to achieve real improvements in local communities had been approved for a further year.  Members were invited to promote and bring forward applications against the monies available.
This report summarises the bids received by the deadline of 14 October 2009 and makes recommendations regarding the level of funding for each project. 

However, bids have not been received to the value of the full £50,000 budget available. The total value of the current bids is £23,674, leaving a sum of £26,326 as yet unallocated. 

It is thus proposed that a second round of bidding be held. Applications should be submitted to the Area Co-ordinator South Essex by Friday 8 January 2010 for consideration at the Area Forum meeting on 19 January 2010. 

Members are asked to promote the availability of the funding as widely as possible and to encourage local community and voluntary groups to submit applications. The guidance and application forms are available from the Area Forum Administrator, Ian Myers. Contact details  ian.myers@essex.gov.uk  or by telephone on 01245 430481.
Recommendations for funding against the £50,000 budget available for ‘General’ Projects

	No
	Funding Proposal
	Geographic
Coverage
	Anticipated Outcome
	Beneficiaries
Of

Funding

 
	Total Cost of Project

	Funding


	Comment


	
	
	
	
	
	
	Requested
	Recommended
	

	1
	Purchase of a new computer and monitor to support flight simulator software and equipment
	Billericay and surrounding villages
	1. Promotion of a practical interest in the RAF among young people
2. Provide training which will be useful in job seeking
3. Develop leadership qualities and good citizenship
	Local young people

	£1,500
	£1,500
	£1,500
	

	2
	St Marks After School Project, Rochford
	Central Rochford and surrounding area
	1. Mitigating the impact of economic deprivation

2. Boosting self esteem of young people 
3. Improved performance in school through learning better communication skills
	Disaffected children and young people with a resulting positive impact on the wider community 
	£8,397k
	£5,960K
	£5,960
	

	3
	Renovation project at Hockley Bowls Club to replace the existing floor in the kitchen and toilets which is rotten and also the windows. 
	Hockley and surrounding area
	A better facility for use by the club and local community groups 
	The Club members and local community through provision of a much better facility
	£14,000
	£4,000
	£4,000
	

	No
	Funding Proposal
	Geographic
Coverage
	Anticipated Outcome
	Beneficiaries
Of

Funding

 
	Total Cost of Project

	Funding


	Comment


	4
	The Art Ministry classes for Mind and rethink Students and for a Group with Downs Syndrome
	Castle Point & Rochford
	Provide the participants with self esteem and confidence by expressing their ideas and opinions through art.
	Creation of volunteering opportunities and raised awareness of disability issues
	£4,170
	£2,170
	£2,170
	

	5
	Rayleigh Pigeon Club timing system to record race times automatically rather than manually.
	Basildon, Castle Point and Rochford 
	The new technology will enable, in particular more young people to participate, who currently find it difficult to stay at the club to record times.  
	Broadening the appeal of the sport to the younger generation and the wider community 
	£8,244
	£3,244
	£3,244
	

	6
	Purchase of a life raft for Canvey Island Sea Anglers club boat
	Canvey island, Basildon & Benfleet
	The safety of those using the boat will be safeguarded
	The club offers the community the opportunity to be involved in the sport of fishing.
	
	£1,800
	£1,800
	

	7
	Contribution towards the purchase of new premises for Business Opportunities for the Physically Handicapped to expand their activity from 20 to 40 participants
	Castle Point & Basildon 
	Increased capacity to offer a stable routine and opportunities for social interaction, plus respite for families and carers 5 days a week. 
	The new facility will enable events involving the wider community to be held,
	£241k
	£5,000
	£5,000
	£9,000 raised so far plus possible £40k from Veolia Cleanaway and Fowler, Smith & Jones

	TOTAL 
	
	£23,674
	£23,674
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