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Member Support and Governance 
Policy, Community Planning and Regeneration 
County Hall Chelmsford CM1 1LX 
Telephone 08457 430430 
Fax (01245) 280180 
Central Services Policy & Scrutiny Committee

Date:

Monday 20 July 2009
Time:

10:30 am

Venue: 
Committee Room 1, County Hall
Governance Officer: Hannah Cleary 

Telephone: 01245 430526 

Email: hannah.cleary@essex.gov.uk
Committee Officer: Antoinette Mortley
Telephone: 01245 430565 

Email: antoinette.mortley@essex.gov.uk
Agenda

This meeting is open to the public and the press. This agenda is also available on the Essex County Council website, www.essex.gov.uk, in the ‘Online services’ box click on ‘Council decisions & meetings’. 
If you have a need for documents in the following formats, large print, Braille, on disk or in alternative languages and easy read please contact the Committee Officer before the meeting takes place.  

If you have specific access requirements such as access to induction loops, a signer, level access or information in Braille please inform the Committee Officer before the meeting takes place.  For any further information contact the Committee Officer.

The main focus of this meeting will be:
· Introduction to the Central Services Policy and Scrutiny Committee

· Flooding and Water Management Bill Consultation
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PART I

(Business to be taken in public)
1.
Apologies and Substitution Notices

The Committee Administrator to report receipt (if any).

2.
Membership of the Committee
At the full Council meeting on 16 June 2009 the following Members were appointed to serve on this Committee:
Cllr Barry Aspinell


Cllr Stephen Mayzes

Cllr Susan Barker


Cllr Linda Mead



Cllr John Dornan


Cllr Gerard McEwen

Cllr Eddie Johnson


Cllr Don Morris



Cllr John Knapman


Cllr Anne Turrell
Cllr Michael Lager
3.
Appointment of Chairman
Councillor Susan Barker was appointed Chairman of the Committee at Full Council on 16 June 2009.

4.
Appointment of Vice-Chairman
To note the appointments of the Vice-Chairmen of this Committee, Councillors Linda Mead and Anne Turrell.
5.
Declarations of Interest

To note any declarations of interest to be made by Members.  

6.
Minutes
To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Central Services Policy and Scrutiny Committee meeting held on 17 April 2009.
7.
Introduction to Central Services Policy and Scrutiny Committee

To receive report (CS/08/09) providing an introduction to the Committee and its work to date.
8.
Flood and Water Management Bill Consultation
                
The Draft Flood and Water Management Bill incorporates the recommendations of the Pitt Review published in June 2008. The Pitt Review concluded that existing flood management is wanting on a number of levels, and recommended a switch from a reactive to a more proactive management of flood risk. The most notable change proposed is the considerable expansion of the role, responsibility and accountability of local government in managing flood risk. A County Council officer working group has been established to draft a corporate response to the consultation. The County Council has been asked to submit its response to Defra by 24 July 2009. 
 
The Cabinet Member (for Environment and Waste, Councillor Tracey Chapman) has asked for the relevant Policy and Scrutiny Committees to consider the draft County Council response. Consequently, a Joint Task and Finish Group has been established, drawing Members from the Central Services, Environment and Economic Development and Safer, Stronger Communities Policy and Scrutiny Committees to meet on 22 July 2009, who will consider the draft response for general discussion, comment and views. The Chairman of each Committee has invited Members to sit on this Group based on the proportionality of 4(Conservative):1 (Liberal Democrat):1 (Independent). 
9.
 
Forward Look

To canvas suggestions from Members on items for inclusion in this Committee.
10. Dates of Future Meetings

It is proposed that the following dates be reserved for this Committee as activity days, and may comprise:
· Meetings in private

· Meetings in public

· Working groups

· Sub-Committee meetings

· Outside visits

Monday 21 September 2009
Monday 19 October 2009
Monday 16 November 2009
Monday 21 December 2009
Monday 25 January 2010
Monday 15 February 2010
Monday 15 March 2010
Monday 19 April 2010

11. Urgent Business

To consider any other items which, in the opinion of the Chairman, should be considered in public by reason of special circumstances (to be specified) as a matter of urgency.
12. Exclusion of the Public

To consider whether the public (including the press) should be excluded from the meeting during consideration of an agenda item on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in Part I of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (exclusion is recommended for the items set out in Part II below).
PART II

(Business to be taken in private)

13. The Essex People Strategy

To consider report CS/09/09 by the Director of Human Resources and Customer Excellence, who will also be attending the meeting to give a presentation and answer Members questions.  (This item is exempt under paragraph 4-labour relations matters).
14.
Urgent Business

To consider any matter which, in the opinion of the Chairman, should be considered in private by reason of special circumstances (to be specified) as a matter of urgency.
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