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	AGENDA ITEM 8

	
	SSC/19/10

	
	

	Committee:


	Safer and Stronger Communities Policy & Scrutiny Committee


	Date:


	15 October 2010

	FORWARD LOOK



	Enquiries to:


	Christine Sharland, Governance Officer

01245 430450
christine.sharland@essex.gov.uk


A copy of the Committee’s latest work programme is set out at the Appendix to this report.

Since the last the meeting the Chairman has reviewed the Forward Look, and the following changes are proposed: 

1.
Review of COMAH Sites

Arrangements are in the process of being made for Members to undertake some visits in connection with this review prior to the matter being submitted to one of the Committee’s scheduled meetings.  It was intended that the Committee would consider the evidence obtained from various visits at its meeting on 19 November.  However, it is proposed to defer that consideration to its meeting on 10 December.  As the visits are likely to be slightly later than originally anticipated, this will provide more certainty that supporting evidence may be collated for circulation prior to the Committee’s meeting.

Consequently it is proposed to move the second stage of the review on A Board Policy on the publicly maintainable highway to the meeting on 19 November, and to invite external witnesses to that meeting. 

2.
Transfer of role and responsibilities of the County Emergency Planning Officer to the Chief Fire Officer and Chief Executive of the Essex County Fire and Rescue Service
This item was included the list items identified for review, but not allocated to a particular meeting.  However, it is now proposed to schedule the item for the Committee’s meeting on 19 November.  A draft scoping document is attached at Appendix B.
___________________________

Appendix A
Safer and Stronger Communities Policy & Scrutiny Committee:

Forward Look for 2009/2010 (as at 1 October 2010)

	Meeting
	Topic
	Approach
	Current status

	2010
Where dates are identified they refer to scheduled meetings of the Committee. (SSC- SCR-??) refers to the scoping document reference for the item

	October/ November
	Review of COMAH Sites
(SSC-SCR-13)
	Evidence gathering via various informal visits: including COMAH sites & Canvey Island communications initiative
	

	15 October
	A-Board Policy on the Publicly Maintainable Highway
(SSC-SCR-14)
	Briefing on background, and invite Cabinet Member to outline his policy options 
	

	
	Local Transport Plan
	Briefing paper to be submitted with scoping document, and proposal for a Joint Task and Finish Group with EDEPSC
	

	19 November
	A-Board Policy on the Publicly Maintainable Highway
(SSC-SCR-14)
	Second stage of review to consider evidence from witnesses
	

	
	Transfer of County Emergency Planning Service to the Fire and Rescue Service 
	Overview of transfer arrangements
	Proposal at October meeting

	November
	Proposal for a Joint Task and Finish Group Local Transport Plan
	
	Proposal at October Meeting

	10 December
	Review of COMAH Sites
(SSC-SCR-13)
	Full Committee to consider evidence obtained and, if necessary, identify any further activity that may be necessary.
	

	
	A-Board Policy on the Publicly Maintainable Highway
(SSC-SCR-14)
	Further consideration of  evidence depending on status of review
	

	Autumn 
date TBC
	Heritage Scrutiny 
(SSC-SCR-12)
	Submission of final scrutiny report for consideration by Full Committee 
	. 

	2011

	14 January
	Committee meeting/ activity day scheduled
	
	

	11 February
	Committee meeting/ activity day scheduled
	
	

	14 March
	Two Wheeler Safety
Ref SSC-SCR-08
	Monitoring outcomes of original scrutiny review approved by the Committee
	Minute 9/ 12 February 2010


	Task and Finish Groups

	Details to be confirmed
	Local Transport Plan
	Proposal being submitted to October meeting with suggestion that Joint Group be established with EDEPSC that will meet in November
	


	Completed Reviews Awaiting Monitoring

	March 2011
	Two Wheeler Safety
Ref SSC-SCR-08
	Scrutiny Review completed 
	Minute 9/12 February 2010 


	Competed Reviews where no further action required

	
	Voluntary Sector Funding
	SSC-SCR-02
	Completed Minute 2/ January 2009

	
	Community Initiative Funding
	SSC-SCR-03
	

	
	The Gateway Programme
	SSC-SCR-04
	

	
	Surveillance (CCTV) Cameras
	SSC-SCR-05
	

	
	Local Agreements & Partnerships
	SSC-SCR-06
	

	
	Drug and Alcohol Services
	SSC-SCR-07
	

	
	Police Neighbourhoods
	SSC-SCR-10
	

	July 2010
	Street Lighting
	SSC-SCR-11
	Completed
Minute 38/ July 2010 

	July 2010
	Government Consultation: ‘Policing in the 21st Century; Reconnecting police and the people’
	SSC-SCR-15
	


Other issues to be kept under review for potential inclusion in the Forward Look, or are being investigated for potential inclusion:

· Partnership Working

· Strategic issues to be addressed by the Fire and Police Services as a result of Government Spending Cuts

__________________________________

Appendix B
Policy and Scrutiny Scoping Document

	Committee
	Safer and Stronger Communities Policy and Scrutiny Committee

	Topic
	Transfer of role and responsibilities of the County Emergency Planning Officer to the Chief Fire Officer and Chief Executive of the Essex County Fire and Rescue Service
	Ref: SSC-SCR-xx

	Objective
	To receive an overview of the transfer of role and responsibilities of the County Emergency Planning Officer to the Chief Fire Officer and Chief Executive of the Essex County Fire and Rescue Service.

	Reasons for undertaking review
	In July 2010 the Cabinet Member for Environment and Waste approved a decision (Ref: FP/214/06/10) for the Chief Fire Officer and Chief Executive for Essex County Fire and Rescue Service to assume the role and responsibilities of the County Emergency Planning Officer on an interim basis under a Memorandum of Understanding; and to develop options for future joint working arrangements.
This transfer of role and responsibilities falls within the Committee’s remit from several angles: Community Safety, relations with the Fire Authority, and partnership working.  As it is an important new initiative that is in line with the Council’s policy of developing shared services with partner agencies, it is considered important to familiarise the Committee not only with way that it has been introduced but the current and future operational implications.
The overview will also provide the Committee with relevant information that may be referred to in other scrutiny reviews that are referred to in its Forward Look.

	Method


	Presentation and discussion 

	Membership
	Full Committee

	Issues to be addressed
	· Overview of new arrangements.

· What are the advantages and disadvantages associated with the new working arrangements?

· What type of options may be considered for future joint working?

	Sources of Evidence and witnesses
	David Johnson, Chief Fire Officer

Rosanna Briggs, Head of Emergency Planning

Councillor Tracey Chapman, Cabinet Member fro Environment and Waste 

Councillor Jowers, Cabinet Member fro Communities and Planning

	Work Programme
	Committee meeting 19 November 2010

	Indicators of Success
	Committee Members informed about initiative

	Meeting the CfPS Objectives

· Critical Friend Challenge to Executive

· Reflect Public voice and concerns

· Own the scrutiny process
· Impact on service delivery
	The Committee will act as a critical friend to the Executive by scrutinising the new initiative.

	Diversity and Equality

Diversity and Equality issues are to be considered and addressed.
	If any Diversity and Equality issues are identified during the course of review, they will be taken into consideration as appropriate

	Date agreed by Committee
	

	Future Action
	

	Governance Officer
	Christine Sharland
	Committee Officer
	Janet Mills

	Service Lead Officer(s)
	David Johnson, Chief Fire Officer

Rosanna Briggs,  Deputy County Emergency Planning Officer
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