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The Committee has received reports previously about the creation of the Care Quality Commission (CQC) and its proposed activities.

For Members of the Committee only, attached for information and retention are copies of three documents relating to Quality Accounts, which will need to be presented to the CQC as part of health bodies’ quality assurance work:

· Statutory Instrument 2010 No279 – the NHS (Quality Regulations) 2010

· Quality Accounts toolkit advisory guidance

· Framework for Quality Accounts

As will be seen in the documents, the HOSC will be an important commentator on Quality Accounts published by providers of health services.

The Secretary has been in contact with Jayne Hiley of NHS North East Essex, who is looking to organise an open event in May at which these issues will be discussed.  Although relating to a particular geographical area, the event will be of more general interest in discussing the practicalities of preparing and commenting on Quality Accounts.  Members will be informed when a date and venue has been finalised.
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