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At the April meeting of the Committee it was agreed that a position statement be requested from each of the hospital trusts on their policy and procedure for discharging patients, including who has the final decision to discharge a patient. Once replies had been received the Committee could consider how to take this issue forward.
Attached as Appendices 1-5 are each of the responses received from the Essex Hospital Trusts.

(a)
Appendix 1: Basildon and Thurrock University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust;

(b)
Appendix 2: Colchester Hospital University NHS Foundation Trust;

(c)
Appendix 3: Princess Alexandra Hospital and West NHS Trust;

(d)
Appendix 4: Mid Essex Hospital Services NHS Trust;

(e)
Appendix 5: Southend University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

After review of the attached Appendices Members are invited to determine whether they have sufficient information on the respective procedures, whether they require further clarification or information and how they would wish to proceed.
