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Presentations will be made on this item by the five PCTs.  The Committee is aware that splitting the purchasing and providing arms of the PCTs is a legal requirement.  The Committee is therefore invited to:-
(a) note the options considered by each PCT

(b) note the preferred option

(c) ask questions about the implementation of the preferred option

(d) clarify how the ‘public’ has been involved in moving these proposals forward.

The Committee is also invited to note the role of the Co-operation and Competition Panel, a new organisation which is responsible for advising on the application of the Principles and Rules for co-operation and competition of NHS-funded services, and ensuring that these principles help deliver both Value For Money for taxpayers and high quality services for patients (see further details on www.ccpanel.org.uk).
That Panel will be involved in any case where a community services provider arm is merging with another health organisation.  This outcome has arisen in Essex.
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