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1, 
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For information about the meeting please ask for: 
Lisa Siggins, Democratic Services Officer 

Telephone: 033301 34594 
Email: democratic.services@essex.gov.uk 

 
 

 Pages 
 

1 Membership, Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations 
of Interest  
 

4 - 4 

2 Minutes   
To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting 
held on 28 November 2019. 
 

 

5 - 8 

3 Questions from the public  
A period of up to 15 minutes will be allowed for members of 
the public to ask questions or make representations on any 
item on the agenda for this meeting. No statement or 
question shall be longer than three minutes and speakers 
will be timed.   
 
On arrival, and before the start of the meeting, please 
register with the Democratic Services Officer. 
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4 Essex Future Libraries Strategy  
Members to receive report (PSEG/21/19) from Suzanna 
Shaw, Director Customer and Technology Operations and a 
presentation from Cllr Mark Durham, Deputy Cabinet 
Member for Customer, Communities, Culture and Corporate, 
Suzanna Shaw, and Juliet Pirez, Head of Libraries.  
  
NB APPENDIX A Essex Future Libraries Strategy 
presentation - IS TO FOLLOW 
 

 

9 - 9 

5 Date of next meeting  
To note that the next Committee activity day will be on 
Thursday, 23rd January 2020.  
 

 

 

6 Urgent Business  
To consider any matter which in the opinion of the Chairman 
should be considered in public by reason of special 
circumstances (to be specified) as a matter of urgency. 
 

 

 

 

Exempt Items  
(During consideration of these items the meeting is not likely to be open to the press 

and public) 
 

The following items of business have not been published on the grounds that they 
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within Part I of Schedule 
12A of the Local Government Act 1972. Members are asked to consider whether or 
not the press and public should be excluded during the consideration of these 
items.   If so it will be necessary for the meeting to pass a formal resolution:  
 
That the press and public are excluded from the meeting during the 
consideration of the remaining items of business on the grounds that they 
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within Schedule 12A to 
the Local Government Act 1972, the specific paragraph(s) of Schedule 12A 
engaged being set out in the report or appendix relating to that item of business.  

 
  
 

7 Urgent Exempt Business  
To consider in private any other matter which in the opinion 
of the Chairman should be considered by reason of special 
circumstances (to be specified) as a matter of urgency. 
 

 

 

 
 

Essex County Council and Committees Information 
 
All Council and Committee Meetings are held in public unless the business is exempt 
in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1972. If there is 
exempted business, it will be clearly marked as an Exempt Item on the agenda and 
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members of the public and any representatives of the media will be asked to leave 
the meeting room for that item. 
 
The agenda is available on the Essex County Council website and by then following 
the links from Running the Council or you can go directly to the Meetings Calendar to 
see what is happening this month. 
 
ECC Guest Wifi 
For members of the public, you can now access free wifi in County Hall. 

• Please log in to ‘ECC Guest’ 
• Follow the instructions on your web browser 

 
Attendance at meetings 
Most meetings are held at County Hall, Chelmsford, CM1 1LX. A map and directions 
to County Hall can be found on our website. 
 
Access to the meeting and reasonable adjustments  
County Hall is accessible via ramped access to the building for people with physical 
disabilities.  
 
The Council Chamber and Committee Rooms are accessible by lift and are located 
on the first and second floors of County Hall. 
 
Induction loop facilities are available in most Meeting Rooms. Specialist headsets 
are available from Reception.  
 
With sufficient notice, documents can be made available in alternative formats, for 
further information about this or about the meeting in general please contact the 
named officer on the agenda pack or email democratic.services@essex.gov.uk  
 
Audio recording of meetings 
Please note that in the interests of improving access to the Council’s meetings, a 
sound recording is made of the public parts of many of the Council’s Committees. 
The Chairman will make an announcement at the start of the meeting if it is being 
recorded.  
 
If you are unable to attend and wish to see if the recording is available, you can find 
out by checking the Calendar of Meetings any time after the meeting starts. Any 
audio available can be accessed via the ‘On air now!’ box in the centre of the page, 
or the links immediately below it. 
 
Should you wish to record the meeting, please contact the officer shown on the agenda 
front page. 
 

 

Page 3 of 9

https://www.essex.gov.uk/Your-Council/Local-Government-Essex/Documents/Constitution.pdf
https://www.essex.gov.uk/topic/running-the-council
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/CalendarofMeetings.aspx
https://www.essex.gov.uk/visit-us
https://www.essex.gov.uk/visit-us
mailto:democratic.services@essex.gov.uk
https://cmis.essex.gov.uk/essexcmis5/CalendarofMeetings.aspx


 
 Agenda item 1 
  
Committee: 
 

Place Services and Economic Growth Policy and Scrutiny 
Committee 
 

Enquiries to: Peter Randall, Senior Democratic Services Officer 
 

Membership, Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest 
 
Recommendations: 
 
To note 
 
1. Membership as shown below  
2. Apologies and substitutions 
3. Declarations of interest to be made by Members in accordance with the 

Members' Code of Conduct 
 

Membership 
(Quorum: 5) 
 
Councillor I Grundy Chairman 
Councillor B Aspinell  
Councillor T Cutmore  
Councillor A Erskine 
Councillor I Henderson 

 

Councillor S Hillier  
Councillor P Honeywood  
Councillor D Kendall  
Councillor B Massey 
Councillor R Moore 

 

Councillor C Pond  
Councillor R Pratt  
Councillor W Schmitt  
Councillor C Weston  
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Thursday, 28 November 2019  Minute 1 
______________________________________________________________________ 

Minutes of the meeting of the Place Services and Economic Growth 
Policy and Scrutiny Committee, held in Committee Room 1 County 
Hall, Chelmsford, CM1 1QH on Thursday, 28 November 2019 
 

Present: 
 
 

Councillor I Grundy (Chairman)  Councillor B Massey 

Councillor B Aspinell Councillor R Moore 

Councillor T Cutmore Councillor J Moran 

Councillor S Hillier Councillor C Pond 

Councillor P Honeywood Councillor R Pratt 

Councillor D Kendall Councillor C Weston 

  

  

 
 

1 Membership, Apologies, Substitutions and Declarations of Interest  
The report of the Membership, Apologies and Declarations was received, 
and it was noted that 
  
1. The membership of the Committee was unchanged since the last 
meeting; 
2. Councillor W Schmitt had sent her apologies, Councillor J Moran 
attended as her substitute. Councillor A Erskine and Councillor Henderson 
had also sent their apologies. 
  
 

 
2 Minutes   

With regards to Minute 4 (Review of the Essex Minerals Local Plan (2014)), 
the Chairman advised Members that the information requested on the 
issue of fracking, and ECCs position had now been received from Richard 
Greaves and would be circulated to the Committee. 
 
With regards to Minute 5 (Concessionary Fares and Park and Ride 
Services) Officers advised Members that the following recommendations 
were proposed and Agreed by the committee: 
 

- Members recommend that the proposed fee be reduced, at least in 
the first instance. When it is introduced it should be done so 
gradually, initially at the cost of 50 pence.  

 
- Members felt that the BID partners in Chelmsford and Colchester 

should be consulted on proposed changes with a view to potentially 
securing additional funding to continue to operate within the current 
fares structure. 
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Thursday, 28 November 2019  Minute 2 
______________________________________________________________________ 

- Members noted with concern the air quality and environmental 
implications of proposals. It is recommended that the plans be 
deferred and taken to the climate change commission when it is 
established (should this be found to be within the commissions 
remit). 

 
Thereafter, the minutes of the meeting held on 17 October were agreed as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

 
3 Questions from the public  

There were none. 
 

 
4 Essex Prosperity and Productivity Plan (PPP)  

Members received report (PSEG/19/19) and a presentation from Cllr Tony 
Ball, Cabinet Member for Economic Development, and Dawn Redpath, 
Head of Economic Growth. The presentation was in respect of the draft 
Essex Prosperity Plan and formed appendix A to the above-mentioned 
report. 
 
In September 2019, the Place Services Economic Growth Policy and 
Scrutiny Committee undertook a piece of scrutiny work looking at the South 
East Local Enterprise Partnership. At this meeting, members requested 
that they be given advanced sight of the Essex Prosperity and Productivity 
Plan for further scrutiny. 
 
Following the presentation, members were invited to ask questions and the 
areas raised included: 
 

• The membership, terms of reference and budget of the Success 
Essex Board – Ms Redpath confirmed that a list of members and 
the terms of reference had recently been finalised and could be 
circulated to the Committee. She advised that there was in fact 
no formal budget. 

• Difficulties experienced by small businesses- Members felt that 
not enough was being done to assist small businesses 

• Difficulties due to transport connectivity in the County- it was 
suggested that old branch lines be reopened, or new ones 
opened. 

• Skills gaps – Members felt that there was a gap in respect of 
technical skills. They felt that the success of the skills college at 
Stansted Airport should be replicated elsewhere in the County. 

 
 
The Chairman thanked Ms Redpath for her contribution. 
 
 
 

 
5 Essex Green Strategy  

Members received report (PSEG/20/19) and a presentation from Jayne 
Rogers, Environment Officer. 
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Thursday, 28 November 2019  Minute 3 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Green Essex Strategy, steered by the Essex Green Infrastructure 
Partnership, describes the need for green infrastructure in the county and 
sets a vision and objectives for the delivery of green infrastructure. This 
strategy provides a plan to guide the future planning and delivery of green 
infrastructure in Essex in light of the potential growth in development and 
population. The draft plan (Appendix A to the report) outlines how a 
carefully planned Green Infrastructure network is crucial for the 
environment, the health & well-being of Essex residents and will help 
support a thriving, sustainable economy. 
 
The presentation formed Appendix B to the above-mentioned report. 
 
Following the presentation, members were invited to ask questions and the 
areas raised included: 
 

• Budget/resources – Ms Rogers advised that the budget was very 
limited and that she was the only officer working on the project 
(part time). She advised that other funding options were being 
looked into including utilising existing project funding and the 
Green Essex Fund. 

• Consultation with planning authorities – Ms Rogers confirmed 
that all planning authorities with the County would be consulted 

• Liaison with highways department regarding permission for 
coastal paths – Ms Rogers confirmed that this issue had been 
raised with Cllr Bentley as the relevant Cabinet member and that 
a meeting had been arranged in this regard. 

 
 
Members were concerned to note that Ms Rogers was the only officer 
working on the strategy. Following a discussion, the committee made the 
following recommendation: 
 

- Members noted with concern the level of officer resource made 
available to support the Green Infrastructure Strategy. It was 
recommended that the Green Infrastructure team should grow to 
meet the scale and ambition of the Green Infrastructure Strategy. 

 
The recommendation was proposed by Cllr Pond and seconded by Cllr 
Cutmore.  
 
The Chairman thanked Ms Rogers for her contribution. 
 

 
6 Date of next meeting  

The Committee noted that the next Committee meeting will be on 
Wednesday, 18th December 2019. 

There being no urgent business the meeting closed at 12.40pm 
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Thursday, 28 November 2019  Minute 4 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Chairman 
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Essex Future Libraries Strategy 

 

1 
 

Agenda Item: 4 
PSEG/21/19 

Report title: Essex Future Libraries Strategy 

Report to: Place Services and Economic Growth Policy and Scrutiny Committee   

Report author: Suzanna Shaw, Director Customer and Technology Operations   

Date: 18 December 2019  For: Discussion  

Enquiries to: Juliet Pirez, Head of Libraries -  juliet.pirez@essex.gov.uk   

County Divisions affected: All Essex  

 
 
1. Purpose of Report 
 
1.1. At the November meeting of the Place Services and Economic Growth Policy 

and Scrutiny Committee Members requested that an additional item be added 
to the work programme for December to update the committee on progress with 
the Essex Future Libraries Strategy. 

 
 
2.    Summary of Issue 

 
2.1. Members to receive report (PSEG/21/19) and a presentation from Cllr Mark 

Durham, Deputy Cabinet Member for Customer, Communities, Culture and 
Corporate, Suzanna Shaw, Director Customer and Technology Operations and 
Juliet Pirez, Head of Libraries 

 
 
3. Next steps 
 
3.1   Members are asked to discuss the item with officers and make 

recommendations.  
 
 
4.      Appendices 
 

A. Essex Future Libraries Strategy presentation (to follow).  
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