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1. Purpose of the report: Scrutiny of educational performance

This report presents educational outcomes for children and young people in Essex
primary, secondary and special schools for the academic year ending summer 2015,
covering Early Years Foundation stage (EYFS), key stages 1, 2, 4 and 5. It includes
an update on absence levels and those young people not in education, employment
and training (NEETS), as well as an overview of specific cohorts of pupils.

It also covers Ofsted inspection outcomes, as at the end of academic year 2014/15.

The Annex appended to this report sets out the detailed data overview that
underpins this summary report.

2. Background

Essex’s Lifelong Learning strategy launched in 2013 set out the authority’s vision
and key measures for the next five years:

e Every school in Essex to be at least a good school;
e To ensure outcomes for children and young people are in the top quartile
nationally;

e To reduce the gap in achievement between children and young people from
deprived backgrounds and their peers, in line with the highest performing 25%
of local authorities nationally.

These priorities formed the basis for the ECC’s Outcome 3 Commissioning strategy

— People have aspirations and achieve their long term ambitions through education,

training and lifelong learning, adopted by the Council in February 2014. The strategy
sets out the ambition that these priorities outlined above will be achieved by 2018.



This report summarises the progress in improving educational attainment and
progress, supported by a detailed analysis set out in the appendix, and in
progressing towards the targets as set out in the Commissioning strategy.

This report also accompanies a report also being presented to Scrutiny Committee
this month, which sets out progress made on a series of recommendations made by
a Task and Finish group of the Scrutiny Committee which completed its report on
Educational Attainment in Essex last year (July 2015).

3. Summary of progress against targets

At the end of the academic year 2014/15, there was a good improvement on
percentage of good and outstanding schools in Essex (82% in Essex, just 2% below
the England average of 84%).

Essex finalised examination results for 2014/15 show the gap is reducing to top
quartile authorities, with Essex maintaining or improving at most key stages. This
year’s report includes quartile positions comparing Essex to all other authorities (see
page 9 of the annex report):

e Essex’s performance for almost all indicators at Early Years and key stage 1
(KS1) places it in the second quatrtile;

e at key stage 2 (KS2) in the third quartile for almost all indicators, with the
continued improvement made in ranking position for the key threshold
measure of reading, writing and maths level 4+ which is now 65, from 69 last
year,;

e at key stage 4 (KS4), rankings in the second quartile for GCSE 5+ A*-C
including English and maths and for expected progress in English and Maths
KS2-4, with the other indicators being in the third quartile;

e at key stage 5 (KS5), Essex features in the top quartile for 3+ A grades and
for average point score per student.

For vulnerable groups, the gaps between their achievement and that of all children is
closing, but for some it remains wide, particularly for children with special
educational needs (excluding statemented children).

4. Overview of results and measures to address school improvement

Ofsted performance scores

e Atthe end of the 2014/15, 82% of primary, 81% of secondary, and 94% of
special schools in Essex were judged to be good or outstanding (compared to
65%, 58% and 79% respectively in 2011/12).

e Essexis now closer to England average for the number of good and
outstanding primary schools, and overall improvement is now greater than




England.
e Essex is outperforming the England average for the number of good and
outstanding secondary schools, and good primary schools.

[see pages 7-8 of annex report]

Essex schools, both maintained and academies, are responsible for their own
improvement. The expectation is that all schools will monitor and evaluate the quality
of education they provide and the standards they achieve for all children. ECC works
in partnership with all Essex schools, both maintained and academies, in the
essential task of raising standards and narrowing the achievement gap between
different groups and individuals. In working with academies, ECC works closely with
the DfE and Regional Schools Commissioner (RSC) to ensure that standards are
closely monitored and performance issues addressed.

There have been marked successes over the past three years, particularly in respect
of schools previously graded requires improvement and inadequate. Essex
continues to buck the trend with secondary performance, in comparison with national
performance. Primary performance is also improving, but continues to require a
focus on those schools who have received a second judgement of ‘requires
improvement’ and those who have not been able to maintain their ‘good’ judgement.

The Standards and Excellence service and its commissioners (SECs) have clear
processes and protocols to assess all schools, enabling a clear prioritisation of
intervention and support to be established for under-performing schools and
appropriate commissioning for support undertaken. Support is prioritised for
schools requiring improvement (RI) and in a category; however these are
supplemented by visits to good and outstanding schools to enable more
collaborative working and sharing of good practice to support school led
improvement partnerships.

The service works closely with the DfE and RSC to share intelligence about the
performance and progress of academy trusts in Essex, and to support the East of
England region ambition to ensure that no academy or free school will be judged
less than good by July 2016.

An indication of progress being made is seen in the reducing number of
performance, standards and safety warning notices (3) being issued to under
performing schools, as well as a reducing number of schools who do not meet the
required floor targets during the 2014/15 academic year, now at 3% for primary
schools (11) and 10% for secondary schools (7).

The focus on three locality areas (Tendring, Harlow and Basildon) and collaborative
District partnerships have continued to see sustained improvements across these 3
areas (figures cited are for end of academic year 2015). The Basildon Excellence
Panel has set challenging targets for 2017, and results continued to improve in all




key measures across the primary phase; with 86% of primaries and 50% of
secondaries being good or outstanding. Similarly for Harlow, the number of good
and outstanding primary schools is 73%, up from 48% in 2013; with all secondaries
being good and outstanding. Tending has 74% of primaries and 71% of secondaries
being good and outstanding.

5. Overview of results and measures to address pupil outcomes

5.1 Early Years

e More children are achieving a good level of development (GLD) (68% in 2015,
above the national average of 66%, a seven percentage point rise on 2014
performance).

e The inequalities gap between average GLD performance and the lowest 20%
continues to decrease, with FSM (free school meals) pupils are now
performing at or above all comparator groups for the first time.

e Half of schools are in the top quartile for GLD.

e Essex ranking has sustained performance in the second quartile group (107"
in 2012 to 52nd in 2015).

[see pages 10-11 of annex report]

Improvements in the EYFSP data have continued this year across schools in all
districts of Essex, further to clear prioritisation and targeting of interventions by the
Early Year’s Quality Improvement (QIl) team working with maintained schools, PVI
(private, voluntary and independent) settings and Children’s Centres.

Attainment of disadvantaged children continues to be a key driver for the work of the
team. ‘Mind the Gap! — Inequalities in School Readiness’ postcards have been
shared with the early years sector via Learning Communities to encourage
practitioners to know the attainment ‘gap’ in their district for the disadvantaged and
vulnerable groups and to consider ways of closing the gap and ensuring children are
‘school ready’.

The QI team is working with the sector to promote eligibility and access to newly
introduced Early Years Pupil Premium for disadvantaged 3 and 4 year olds, as well
as providing support on using the funding appropriately and collating best practice
case studies.

School Readiness projects continue to be a targeted intervention in areas where
GLD outcomes are poor. This involves collaborative engagement with colleagues
from health, education, district councils and early years providers, focusing on
locality issues that prevent children from being ready for the transition to school and
working together to find solutions.




The EYFS Moderation model for 2015/16 is strategically planned so that schools
where GLD was below national have been targeted and training and resources
deployed to these schools, focused on the specific early learning goals of literacy
and mathematical development.

The development of children’s early language and communication continues to be a
high priority supported by the Talk, Listen, Cuddle Campaign and the Home Learning
Environment strategy. Activities, events and training with practitioners and parents,
as well as the development of a range of practical resources and web based
applications, are used as targeted interventions for those most in need, across
health and education services.

Work is also continuing to support schools with the changes in the assessment
framework, with the commencement of the Baseline Assessment from September
2015.

5.2 Year 1 Phonics

e 3 years of consecutive improvements in phonics.
e 77% of pupils are working at the required level in 2015, an increase of 23
percentage points from 2012 (54%).

[see page 13 of annex report]

Reviews of phonics provision are commissioned for individual schools which have
supported the sustained improvement seen across schools and improved outcomes.
EES for Schools have undertaken phonic reviews and follow up consultancy, in over
30 primary schools. Of the 16 carried out in autumn term, and able to impact on
practice, 87.5% had improved outcomes in the 2015 phonic screening check.

5.3 Key Stage 1 (KS1)

e Attainment increases in Reading, Writing and Maths, sustaining position at or
above national averages

e Higher rankings were achieved this year (Reading 16™, Writing 58" and
Maths 18™).

e Essex exceeds the England average for pupils working securely (level 2B+)
and for pupils achieving level 3.

[see pages 14 - 16 of annex report]

Support for a range of English and Mathematics programmes and CPD (continuous
professional development) courses for schools has been provided by EES for
Schools. Specific programmes included:
e Every Child a Reader (ECaR): with the deployment of 2 expert teacher
leaders to provide support for individual schools each term, up to and
including the summer term 2015.




e Universal access training for early reading and phonics including training
Teaching Assistants to deliver specific intervention programmes.

Work is ongoing across infant and junior schools to ensure assessments at KS1
provide a secure platform for making at least expected progress at KS2.

5.4 Key Stage 2 (KS2)

e Combined attainment in reading, writing and maths (RWM) at end of KS2
rising faster than national average and outperforming all comparators (at
81%)).

e This improvement means that over 849 more pupils achieved a level 4+ in
reading, writing and maths in 2015 compared to 2014.

e Progress between KS1 and KS2 has reached highest levels in reading, writing
and maths.

e The number of schools classed as ‘below floor target’ has reduced to 11 in
2015 (from 44 in 2011, 31 in 2012, 30 in 2013 and 19 in 2014).

e For the key threshold measure of Level 4+ for reading, writing and maths
combined — Essex is just 2% points below the top quartile threshold — which
equates to about 460 pupils.

[see pages 17-18 of annex report]

Primary schools are supported by the primary SECs and EES for Schools to ensure
additional support is targeted to those schools not performing in line with age related
expectations for pupils for reading, writing and maths.

A school improvement programme was run this year, focused on targeting support to
schools, with the largest cohorts, to close the achievement gap for disadvantaged
pupil groups. Each school worked with pupils, specifically those who had potential to
achieve L4+ in reading, writing and maths but required additional teaching and
personalised tuition in one or more of the subjects. Of the 24 schools worked with,
there was an uplift of 3 percentage point improvement on overall outcomes and 5
percentage point improvement in outcomes of the disadvantaged cohort by the end
of the year (68% of the disadvantaged cohort attained L4+ in RWM combined).

EES for Schools commissioned support has been targeted at raising standards in
schools in the RI category in English (writing) and maths or other key areas identified
by commissioned or Essex OFSTED reviews.

The following are examples of support programmes to primary schools undertaken in
2014/15. In total, 100 schools took part in these programmes.

e Raising achievement in writing — a 3 day central programme supported by in
school visits;




e Moving on with maths: a 3 day central programme supported by in school
visits;

e Developing subject leadership: programme and school visits;

e Marking and feedback : tailored support for individual schools to build capacity
for assessment leaders;

e Accurate reflections: designed to support head teachers, governors and
senior leaders to present secure evidence of their schools effectiveness.

In addition:

e 104 commissioned Local Authority reviews of individual schools were
undertaken;

e Statutory moderation across KS1 and KS2 in the summer term 2014.

For 2015/16 there has been a prioritised focus on programmes aimed at raising the
attainment of disadvantaged pupils, which cover all phases of school from Year 1
onwards and are ongoing. Individual school pupil premium reviews will continue until
the end of spring term 2016. Projects have been carried out in quadrants as joint
collaborations between EES for Schools and SECs. These include transition projects
with the Rochford cluster of schools, the Dengie school cluster and a lesson study
project with schools in the West of Essex.

The above, and other developmental support for governors to ensure robust
governance arrangements are in place, have supported the increases in good and
outstanding Essex schools seen over the last year across both the primary and
secondary sector.

5.5 Key Stage 4 (KS4)

e The proportion of students attaining 5 or more A*-C grades, including English
and maths (incl. EM), has increased moving Essex into the second quartile
(58.4% in Essex above the national average of 57.3%).

e This improvement means that around 178 more pupils achieved the expected
5 or more A*-C grades (incl. EM) in 2015 compared to 2014.

e Expected progress from KS2 — 4 in English (74.1%) and maths (68.4%) has
improved to its highest level.

e Just 7 Essex schools were below the key stage 4 floor standard, one fewer
than in 2014.

[see pages 21-24 of annex report]

All Secondary schools are supported by a Secondary SECs. They ensure additional
support is targeted to those schools where there is a concern or are considered to be
under performing. The SECs have actively utilised the strengths of particular schools
to provide additional capacity, support and examples of outstanding practice that all




should aspire to in order to meet Essex’s goals. To improve the quality of teaching
and learning and leadership and management, SECs are targeting schools requiring
improvement (RI), and those identified as needing more support. This includes
school on school collaborations, and work supported by the Teaching School
Alliances (TSAs). The SECs role has been key to the improvements in KS4 and the
improved Ofsted outcomes.

Subject Excellence networks have been set up across the county which are allowing
staff in all subject disciplines to see, to hear about and discuss best practice in their
areas of expertise. The TSAs have been commissioned to lead this initiative, as well
as providing specialised subject hubs in order to provide advice and guidance
particularly focused on the new GCSE and A level exam changes.

Almost all of our Secondary Ofsted graded RI schools accepted the opportunity to
join the HMI Ofsted Triad project beginning spring term 2015.This programme was
so well received this has now culminated in a joint approach with ASHE (secondary
heads association) and the SECs to launch the triad review programme across all
Secondary schools (currently over 36 secondary schools are involved in the peer
review process).

5.6 Key Stage 5 (KS5) and Post 16

e Sustained position in top quartile for almost all KS5 measures.

e The average point scores per student remain very good at 818.3 points (well
ahead of the national average of 771.9).

e Essex also performs well for higher-achieving students — the % of students
obtaining three or more A level grades at A*/A was 11.8%.

e There have been continued reductions in NEETs and unknown averages
(NEETSs 4.4% compared to 5.7% in 2012/13; and 5.8% for unknowns (meeting
the 7.0% target).

[see pages 25-27 and page 31 of annex report]

Collaborative networks across sixth forms and the college sector supported by SECs
are enabling closer working and sharing of good practice. These networks are also
linking to Universities via active collaboration with the Essex Collaborative Outreach
Network to help raise aspirations and help students progress to their next stage of
education. The level of engagement of schools and colleges at these networks is
very high.

Use of ‘Alps’ data and other intelligence has enabled suitable challenge of
underperformance and has resulted in the majority of students in Essex being set
aspirational targets equating to the top 25% (or higher) of value added performance.
The Essex monitoring project is also helping providers to target students in the post
16 sector who need additional support.




In September 2014 Ofsted introduced a separate judgement for school sixth forms.
In full inspections that have occurred in secondary schools since then, 80% of sixth
forms in Essex have been judged as ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ compared to 63%
nationally.

There has been a continued emphasis on creating training and sustainable
employment opportunities in Essex, with particular attention on the skills needs of
key growth sectors, as identified in the Skills Evidence Base commissioned by the
Essex Employment and Skills Board (ESB). Examples of activities include:

e Extension of the ESB Education and Industry STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics) programme, working with schools to drive
improvements in the quality of information, advice and guidance (IAG)
delivered, take up of STEM subjects, awareness of apprenticeships and other
gualifications required by growth sectors as well as the development of
employability skills;

e Employer engagement through the ESB leading to projects such as Tutor
CPD, with employers opening their doors to college tutors to gain insight into
industry needs for application into their teaching. Development of materials
such as posters, factsheets and videos are also underway for schools and
colleges.

Colleges have also been able to utilise ECC grants to lever capital funding from the
Local Enterprise Partnership which will see the development of state-of-the-art
training facilities in the county.

The continued reduction of the reported NEET cohort has been primarily achieved by
robust tracking, complemented by data sharing protocols, allowing supportive
strategic interventions towards engagement in education, employment or training
(EET).

5.7Pupil groups

e The performance of disadvantaged pupils (and other pupils) is higher than
in 2014 for all early years and KS1 measures; similarly at KS2 and KS4
the majority of measures see improved performance. Gaps at KS4 have
generally increased due to improved performance by the ‘other’ (non-
disadvantaged) pupil group.

e Pupils with statements continue to perform in line or above national
averages; however pupils with SEN support tend to perform below national
averages (KS2 and KS4).

e Provisional data for children in care shows an improvement at both KS2
and KS4 (from 2014 results).

[see page 30 and headlines within each key stage section of annex report]




2015/16 is the year of particular focus on improving the attainment of
disadvantaged pupils in Essex schools. Whilst improvements have been made in
the last 2 years, particularly across the primary sector, more is needed to close the
gap and improve outcomes at the pace required.

The National Education Trust (NET) has been commissioned to undertake a review
of the Pupil Premium grant across Essex schools and to develop a toolkit of
evidence based practice to develop sustainable improvements. Work being carried
out this term includes a survey, focus groups, visits to good practice schools and a
conference to launch the toolkit planned for April 20™ 2016. This work is being
supplemented by research undertaken by a small number of TSAs who are looking
at best practice in parental engagement for those parents of disadvantaged pupils.

The five year Special Educational Needs (SEN) strategy launched in January
2014, included a range of measures to ensure improved teaching and learning for
pupils with SEN. SEN Commissioners work with range of Educational Psychologists,
Specialist Teachers etc. to target those schools where pupils with SEN
underperform. A programme of work to improve SEN outcomes continues to be
developed, enabling innovative and excellent practice to be shared, supported by
ESSET, the special schools trust, including:

e School led innovation initiatives across clusters, featuring the SEND
Innovation Project and SEN peer review;

e A range of school leadership initiatives such as the Super-SENCo pilot project
and the Special School Leaders of the Future programme; and in 2016, a
third cohort of schools will join the Maximising the Impact of Teaching
Assistants (MITA) programme which involves improving best uses of scarce
resources and workforce development aligned with pupil need;

e School Offer development - supporting schools to improve the range and
effectiveness of their provision in collaboration with parents and pupils, in line
with the Local Offer;

e The development of best practice for learners with Autistic Spectrum
Conditions (ASC) and Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) in
conjunction with the creation of enhanced provision and expertise hubs.

This programme of work is targeting key areas of need ranging from language and
communication, anxiety, mental health, literacy and communication, emotional well-
being and working with communities and families which will impact on outcomes for
SEN pupils.

The development of best practice is working in conjunction with the expansion of
specialist SEN provision across Essex in line with increasing need.

The Essex Virtual school for Children in Care (CiC) provides a range of support to
the CIC cohort, to ensure they are appropriately supported in school so outcomes
are improved, including attendance and exclusions, and support to school leadership



to enhance a shared objective of improving life opportunities through education.
New initiatives put in place in 2015/16 include additional school improvement
capacity for the secondary sector, an ‘attachment aware schools’ programme and
additional support for the learning outcomes of CiC in the early years sector.

5.8 Absence and Exclusions

e Primary attendance is now in the 2" quartile at 3.8%.

e Secondary absence rates continue to fall, now at 5.1%.

e Decline in permanent exclusions in secondary schools placing Essex in the
top quartile.

e Continuing low proportions of primary permanent exclusions.

[see page 32 - 34 of annex report]

The Education Welfare service has continued working with health partners to share
communication messages about good attendance and reducing time out of school
for iliness. Quadrant conferences for schools have also been run to share good
practice across schools and enable schools to understand their data trends
compared to Essex and England averages.

6. Conclusions and Priorities for 2015/16

This report, and detailed annex, set out the progress achieved by Essex schools this
year, across all three priority areas. The gaps in outcomes that remain include:

e Getting every school to be at least a good school — continuing the
improvements seen across the primary sector, now just 3% below the
England average;

e Achieving top quartile positions — there are now no threshold indicators in the
fourth quartile, the continued focus on key threshold measures which are in
the third quartile will remain (primary and secondary);

e Continuing to close the gap between disadvantaged and other pupils,
particularly across secondary schools; achieving better outcomes for SEND
pupils, especially those with SEN (but without a statement); and continuing to
achieve improved outcomes for children in care.

Raising attainment and progress and the percentage of good and outstanding
schools will always remain as core priorities.

Key areas of focus for school improvement for 2015/16 also include:

e Delivering the Spend to Save programme — approved by Schools Forum to
increase the number of special school places in Essex, including residential
places and primary provision;

e Transformation of SEND services — working in partnership with ESSET to
implement the SEND legislative reforms, and developing a more dynamic



system for all SEND children in Essex, with less bureaucracy and parents and
schools at the heart of the system;

e Raising the attainment of disadvantaged children — building on the work of
NET to develop more impactful and sustained improvements across all
schools;

e Establishing a school led improvement system — building on the launch of the
strategy to develop school led improvement clusters across Essex, and
working with the Education Development Trust (formerly CfBT) to introduce
effective peer review activities, including triads, across schools;

e Teacher recruitment and retention — co- producing with schools, TSAs and the
district and borough councils, a sustainable strategy to look at short term and
long term recruitment and retention.

We will also continue to work very closely with the DfE and Regional Schools
Commissioner in line with the introduction of the Education and Adoption Act
2016, later this year.

We are also preparing for significant curriculum and exam/ assessment reforms
which roll out over the next 5 years that will need to be embedded further. We
will continue to review the impact of these on schools, working with the
headteacher associations - EPHA (primary), ASHE (secondary) and ESSET
(special).



Glossary

ASHE

CiC

CPD

DfE

ECC

EES for Schools
EET

EHCP
EPHA

ER

ESB
ESSET
EYFS

FE

FSM

GLD

IAG

KS1, 2,4 and 5
LDD

NEET

NET

PVI

Ql

RI

RSC

SEC/ SECs
SEN/ SEND
SN

STEM

TSA

Association of Secondary Headteachers in
Essex

Children in Care

Continuous Professional Development
Department for Education

Essex County Council

Essex Education Services

Education, Employment and Training
Education, Health and Care Plan

Essex Primary Headteachers association
Eastern region

Essex Employment and Skills Board
Essex Special School Trust

Early Years Foundation stage

Further Education

Free school meals

Good level of development (early years)
Information, advice and guidance

Key Stage 1, 2,4and 5

Learning Difficulties and Disabilities

Not in education, employment and training
National Education Trust

Private and Voluntary and Independent sector
Early Years Quality Improvement team
Requires improvement (Ofsted grade)
Regional Schools Commissioner
Standards and Excellence Commissioner
Special Educational Need and/ or Disabilities
Statistical Neighbour

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths
Teaching School Alliance
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Executive summary

Background

This report provides a high-level overview of educational outcomes at each of the key stages.

The information shown here comes from a variety of sources including statistics published by the DFE, The
Termly School Census, and department for business innovation and skills.

Key Messages

Trends

e Essex now closer to England average for the number of good and outstanding Primary schools, and
overall improvement is now greater than England
e Essex outperforming England average for the number of good and outstanding Secondary schools

Early years

e More children achieving a good level of development (GLD)
e The inequalities gap between average GLD performance and the lowest 20% continues to decrease
e Half of schools in top quartile for GLD

e 3 years of consecutive improvement in Phonics
e Attainment increases in Key Stage 1 Reading, Writing and Maths
e Proportion of pupils achieving higher levels (level 3 or above) greater than national average

e Combined attainment in Reading, Writing and Maths at end of key stage 2 rising faster than
national average and outperforming eastern region, statistical neighbours and national average

e Progress between KS1 and KS2 has reached highest levels in Reading, Writing and Maths

e Fewer schools below floor standards

e The proportion of students attaining 5 or more A* to C grades that included English and Maths
GCSEs has increased, moving Essex into the second quartile
e Progress from KS2 to KS4 in English and maths has improved to its highest level



Post 16

e Essex below the national average for apprenticeship success rates

e Education and Training retention rates same as national average

e Employer Satisfaction at further education colleges in Essex lower than national average
e The Percentage of students achieving grades AAB or better at A level has increased

e Top quartile performance for three out of the four measures reported on

Young people not in education, employment or Training

e Reduction of NEET in target period
e Reduced numbers of unknowns

All key stages

e Increase in primary attendance Essex now in the 2 guartile nationally
e Secondary absence rates continue to fall
e Decline in permanent exclusions in secondary maintained schools placing Essex in the top quartile

e Continuing low proportions of primary permanent exclusions
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Essex Pupils in Context
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OFSTED Scores

Background
Ofsted inspections are summarised based on the proportion of schools within the County or

nationally graded as ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’ overall. All data used within this report has been
sourced from Ofsted Monthly Management Information published on 17" September 2015. This

provides inspections for the whole of the previous academic year and includes information going
back to March 2013. Inspections shown are for open schools only. Any schools previously
inspected but now closed are not included unless the ‘new’ academy has been inspected since
opening.

2015 Essex Ofsted Score Comparisons

2015 Performance (% of schools) Essex Quartile Performance Essex Rankings
Ofsted grade by type of ] " ;
Topo Topo Topo
school Essex ER SN England | Min 4':h 3’:d 22d Max ER SN England
Good or Out. 82 82 85 85 63 - 81 [ ] 86 90 100 7 8 111
Primary  Outstanding | 14 15 16 18 o Jl 3 e 23 100 | 5 7 111
Good 68 67 69 67 0 62 67 [ ) 70 81 8 8 69
Good or Out. 81 74 78 74 0 67 75 [ ) 85 100 4 6 52
Secondary  Outstanding | 23 20 21 2 o [l 21 @ 31 80 5 6 64
Good 58 54 57 53 0 40 53 [ ) 60 85 5 6 52
Good or Out. 94 91 95 92 0 86 o 100 100 100 6 7 92
Special  Outstanding | 33 34 26 38 o Bl > e 36 50 100 | 5 4 73
Good 61 57 69 54 0 33 50 o 67 100 4 8 60
Good or Out. 82 81 84 84 61 80 [ ) 85 88 100 7 8 101
All Schools
(inc PRU) Outstanding 16 17 17 20 2 - 15 [ ) 20 26 100 6 7 108
Good 66 64 67 64 0 - 59 64 [ ) 67 76 5 9 45
Headlines

Essex primary average now 82% of Essex primary schools graded good or outstanding at the end of the
just 3% points lower than  2014/15 AY. Whilst still 3% points lower than the England average, the ‘gap’ is
England  cteadily reducing

Primary performance The trend chart shows the rate on improvement over recent years in Essex
improving but still more to  primaries. Based on 418 open schools that have been inspected, it would take
do approximately another 37 to be graded good or outstanding to achieve top

guartile performance.



% primary schools graded good or outstanding
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Higher percentage of This is higher than all comparators. With 81% of Essex schools achieving the

secondary graded good or highest grades this is 7% points above the national average.
outstanding

Essex higher than England Rapid improvements have seen Essex come from a position of being below

since December 2014 natjonal performance as recently as November 2014 to being higher ever
since —to the point where Essex is now 7% points higher than England.

% secondary schools graded good or outstanding
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Summary of attainment across each Key Stage

2015 Results — How Does Essex Compare?

Actuals Quartiles Rankings
Top
. Top Top
Key Stage Measure Essex | ER SN |England| Min of Max ER SN [England
of 4th of 3rd
2nd
EYFS % GLD 67.7 | 66.6 | 69.0 | 663 | 50.7 63.4 66.1 | @ | 68.6 775 | 4 6 52
Year 1 Phonics|% required level 77 76 78 77 69 75 | @| 77 79 87 2 6 63
L2+ 92 91 92 90 85 90 9 |@| 92 95 1 2 16
Reading |L2B+ 83 82 84 82 74 80 | @ | 8 84 90 4 8 51
L3+ 34 34 34 32 19 28 31 | @ 34 45 5 4 36
L2+ 88 83 89 83 81 8% | @ | 88 89 92 4 8 58
KS1 Writing  (L2B+ 73 73 75 72 64 69 72 | @| 74 80 5 8 59
L3+ 20 19 19 18 10 15 17 19 26 4 2 25
L2+ 94 93 94 93 89 92 923 |@| % 9 1 2 18
Maths  |L2B+ 83 82 84 82 75 80 82 |@| 84 88 4 7 42
L3+ 28 28 27 26 15 23 25 | @] 28 37 5 3 36
L4+ 81 79 79 80 69 79 | @] 81 83 9% 2 2 65
RWM  |L4B+ 70 68 69 69 58 67 | @| 70 72 9% 2 3 67
L5+ 25 24 23 24 17 22 24 |@| 26 50 2 2 47
L4+ 90 89 90 90 84 88 | @ | 90 91 9% 2 3 64
Reading |L4B+ 81 80 81 81 72 79 | @| 81 83 9% 2 4 71
L5+ 49 49 49 49 37 s | @ | 4 52 79 2 5 63
Ks2 Writing L4+ 87 87 83 87 81 8% | @ | 87 89 9% 3 7 72
L5+ 37 36 36 36 26 33 3% |@| 38 57 3 4 51
L4+ 88 86 86 87 80 8% | @ | 88 89 9% 2 2 59
Maths  |L4B+ 78 76 76 77 65 75 | @ 78 80 9% 2 2 68
L5+ a2 M 41 42 34 39 | @| & a4 68 3 3 61
KS1-2 Reading 91 90 91 91 85 0 | @| 92 93 97 3 4 87
Expected |Writing 95 93 94 94 88 9 | @| 95 9 98 2 2 44
Progress |Maths 90 88 88 90 80 89 | @ | 90 92 9% 1 2 76
5+ A*-Ciinc EM 58.4 | 582 | 57.8 | 57.3 | 37.4 53.6 57.3 | @ | 60.5 737 | 4 5 56
Attainment [5+A*-C 67.0 | 66.7 | 668 | 665 | 45.8 62.9 66.6 | @ | 70.3 842 | 3 5 71
KS4 EBACC 24 | 244 | 227 | 29 | 95 205 | @ | 23.8 28.5 35| 5 5 87
KS2-4  |English 741 | 726 | 714 | 713 | 571 68.1 71.7 | @ | 75.0 846 | 3 2 46
Expected [Maths 68.4 | 69.2 | 683 | 670 | 448 63.0 67.3 | @ | 705 842 | 4 7 59
Attainment |Points Per Student 8183 | 784.3| 753.7| 771.90437.9 729.4 759.3 800.1 1055.5 2 1 19
(Students in |points per Entry 216.0 | 216.4| 211.3| 215.70{178.1 208.6 2123| @ | 216.7 2327| 4 2 59
Ks> thna;:d 3A*-AGrades or better | 11.8 106 7.6| 10.00| 0.0 5.7 7.7 103 254 5 4 60
Schools) |Grades AAB or better 19.1 183 144 17.00| 0.0 10.7 13.6 17.1 38.2 2 28

SN=
ER=

e = ECC Performance
Statistical Neighbour
Eastern Region




Early years foundation stage profile (EYFSP) reception year pupils

Background

Outcomes for pupils aged 5, at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage (Reception class)
are assessed using the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP). The assessments are
carried out by the children’s teacher; schools and settings are moderated by the Local
Authority.

The two measures reported here were introduced in 2013 as part of a wider review of the
EYFSP assessment system. This means that EYFSP data from earlier years cannot be compared
with the current measures:

1. Attainment: the percentage of pupils who achieve a ‘Good Level of Development’
(GLD). Pupils are assessed as either ‘emerging’ (1 point), ‘expected’ (2 points) or
‘exceeding’ (3 points) against seventeen Early Learning Goals. A ‘Good Level of

Development’ requires pupils to be at least at the expected level in the three ‘prime

areas of learning’, namely communication and language, physical development and
personal, social and emotional development and the early learning goals within the
literacy and maths areas of learning.

Inequality: the gap between the lowest attaining 20% of children and the mean average
of all children.

Headlines

The percentage 68% of children achieved a good level of development, an increase of 7 percentage
achieving a good level points over 2014, and ahead of the national increase. Nationally, Essex’s rank position
of development has has moved up from 56 to 52™ out of 151 local authorities 2015.
increased...



Annual Overview of Educational in Essex

EYFSP - percentage of children achieving a good level of development, and the inequality gap

2013-2015
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The inequalities gap The inequalities gap (the difference in achievement between the lowest 20% of children
continues to decrease and the mean average) was 28.9%, down from 31% in 2014. Nationally, Essex’s rank has
improved from 52 in 2014 up to 40 out of 151 local authorities.

Performance Essex Quartile Performance Essex Rankings
Year Topof Topof Topof
Essex ER SN  England | Min P d P Max ER SN  England

4th 3rd 2nd
|

2013 33 35 32 37 36 o HH‘“H

2014 31 32 30 34 33 0 30 5 6 52

HMH
205 | 29 3 28 0 S
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Just over half of Essex
schools had
attainment which
placed them in the
top national quartile

202 out of 399 schools had a performance level which put them into the top quartile of
national performance.

100% I . . I
EYFSP School distribution: percentage of pupils achieving a good level of development
2015
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40% 202 of 399 schools
in the top quartile

30% nationally
20%
10%

0%

N Bottom quartile 3rd quartile 2nd quartile s Top quartile Essex average England average

Differences between
girls’ and boys’
attainment

Attainment of pupils
eligible for Free
School Meals

Special Educational
Needs

There was an 8
percentage point
variation between
districts

75% of girls attained GLD compared to 60% of boys, a gap of 15 percentage
points. This was the same as the national gap.

51% of children eligible attained GLD, similar to the national average and above
SN average. An increase of 8% points compared to 2014.

21.5% of children with a Statement or Education Health Care Plan attained GLD
whilst 21.5% of children with SEN but without statements or EHCP attained GLD.
Children with no SEN attained 72.5%

Maldon and Uttlesford had the highest proportion of children attaining a GLD
(73%) compared to Castle Point and Braintree which had 65%.



Phonics checks (year 1)

Background
The phonics screening check indicates whether children have achieved a basic proficiency in
identifying essential word structures; it was introduced in 2012 as a statutory assessment for all

children in year 1 (typically aged 6). Those pupils who do not meet the standard in year 1 or who
were not tested are re-checked at the end of year 2 (typically aged 7). Pupils meet the required
standard of phonic decoding if they score 32 or more out of a possible 40 in the test.

Headlines

There was a further  77% of year 1 pupils achieved the expected standard of phonic decoding, up 3
increase inthe percentage points over 2014 and in line with the national increase. This is the 3™
percentage of year 1 onsecutive year of improvement. Nationally Essex’s rank position improved

pupils (aged 6) meeting  ¢jiohty from 74 in 2014 to 63 out of 151 local authorities.
the expected standard in

phonics

Phonics - percentage of children achieving achieving the expected level
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Differences between Brentwood, at 81% had the highest proportion of pupils working at the expected standard,
districts whilst Castle Point had the lowest proportion: 72%, a gap of 9 percentage points.



Key stage 1 (year 2)

Background
Assessments at the end of Key Stage 1 are made by teachers in order to measure pupil attainment

against the levels set by the national curriculum. The national curriculum standards have been

designed so that by the end of Key Stage 1 pupils are expected to reach level 2 or above.

Headlines

Attainment at the end of
key stage 1 has risen in
reading, writing and
mathematics

Level 3 performance was
2% above national
average

Nationally Essex was
ranked in the second
quartile in reading,
mathematics and science

In all three subjects: reading, writing and maths, there was a 1 or 2 percentage
point improvement in the proportion of children reaching the expected levels.
Reading improved by 1 percentage point to 92%, writing to 88% and
mathematics to 94%.

Essex had a greater proportion of pupils attain Level 3 than the national average
34% vs 32%.

The actual rank positions out of 151 local authorities were: reading 16,
mathematics 18 and science 41. Performance was less strong in writing, with
Essex coming 68th nationally, in the third quartile. All comparator rankings are
either at or better than in any previous year.

K51 - percentage of children achieving the expected level in reading and
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KS1 - percentage of children achieving the expected level in maths and
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Girls’ and boys’ attainment
Pupils Eligible for Free School
Meals

Pupils with Special Educational
Needs

Provisional performance for
Children Looked After lower
than for previous two years

Differences between districts

Around 44% of schools had an
overall level of attainment at
ksl to put them in the top
quartile nationally

MW Essex Stat neighbours England

Girls’ and boys’ attainment in reading, writing and maths level 2
exceeded the national average. Attainment in all three subjects for higher
attainers (those attaining level 3 or above) was also higher than national
average with boys’ attainment in Maths exceeding the national average
by 6 percentage points 30% vs 24%. FSM pupils are the only pupil group
not to at least match national performance for level 2+ in Reading.

Pupils with a statement or EHC plan performed significantly higher than
comparative national averages in all subjects for level 2+ attainment.

Half of the cohort of Children Looked after continuously for 12 months
attained Level 2 in Reading and Writing and 55% attained Level 2 in
Maths. This is the lowest performance across 2013-2015. However,
Children Looked after tend to be a very small cohort and performance
will therefore tend to fluctuate more across years compared to larger
groups.

Brentwood district had the highest proportion of pupils attaining level 2
across all three subjects: Reading, Writing and maths -91% compared to
Harlow, which had 82%, a 9-percentage point difference. Brentwood,
Uttlesford and Rochford were the top 3 whilst Maldon, Tendring and
Harlow had the lowest performance.

173 out of 397 schools had an overall points score in reading, writing and
mathematics combined to place them in the top quartile nationally.



Annual Overview of Educational in Essex

KS1 School distribution: average points score of reading, writing and maths

2015
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Key Stage 2 (Year 6)

Background

All pupils in state-funded schools must be assessed against the standards of the national
curriculum at the end of key stage 2 (age 11).

In 2015 there were statutory externally marked national tests in reading, maths and grammar,
punctuation and spelling. In addition to the standard tests for national curriculum levels 3 to 5,
externally marked level 6 tests were available for abler pupils. The source for the information
shown here are DFE Statistical First Releases and Performance Tables.

Schools must also provide teacher assessments for English, reading, writing, maths and science.
Pupils at the end of key stage 2 are expected to achieve level 4 and to have made at least two
levels of progress between key stages 1 and 2 in all subjects.

Headlines

Attainment attheend |n all three subjects, there was a 1 or 2 percentage point improvement in the
of key stage 2 rose proportion of children reaching the expected levels since 2014. Reading improved

faster than the national 1, 1 percentage point to 92%, writing to 88% and mathematics to 94%.
average

KS2 - percentage of children achieving the expected level in all of reading,
writing & mathematics, 2012-2015
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Best combined |[s at or higher than the Eastern Region, statistical neighbour and national average
performance in reading,

writing and mathematics



Nationally Essex was
ranked in the second
quartile in reading,
mathematics and science
is above national
average for the first time

Progress made by pupils
in reading, writing and
mathematics reached
their highest levels.

Attainment rose by 2 percentage points from to 81%. Nationally it rose by only 1
percentage point to 80%. As a result, Essex’s national rank position rose slightly
from 69 in 2014 to 65 out of 151 local authorities. Overall Essex remained in the
third quartile on this measure.

The improvement in writing progress was noticeable, up 3 percentage points to
95%. This resulted in a jump in Essex’s rank position nationally from 115th in
2014 to 44th — a significant improvement. Progress either matches or betters
that of all of its comparator averages for all three measures.

KS2 - percentage of children making expected (or better) progress:
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Boys’ attainment at level 4+ (78%) was equal to or exceeded ER, SN and national
average. Girls exceeded ER and SN and their performance was significantly above
the national average (84% vs 83%).

FSM performance is below national average by 4 percentage points; however,
Essex FSM exceeds performance of ER and SN.

Pupils with a statement perform in line with national average and above ER and
SN. Pupils with SEN support and no statement or EHC plan performed below
national average by 3 percentage points but above ER and SN average.

Provisionally, 53% of children looked after for at least 12 months gained level 4 or
above across reading, writing and Maths in 2015. This is a 13 percentage point
increase on the previous year. However, because of the small size of the cohort,
there tends to be more variation across years.



2 years

Children Looked After
making expected
progress across KS2 at
the national average in
all three subjects

Differences between
districts

Almost half of Essex
schools had top
quartile performance
nationally

Annual Overview of Educational in Essex

Provisionally, 89% of children looked after made expected progress in Reading and
89% in writing, the same as for 2014. These were 9 and 14 percentage points
higher than the national average. Mathematics increased by one percentage point
to 75%.

Brentwood was the highest performing district and has been significantly higher
than the national average over the last three years. There was a 12 percentage
point gap between performance at Brentwood and Harlow, which had the lowest
performance. Harlow had a 3 percentage point decrease in performance
compared to 2014.

195 out of 397 schools had a level of attainment in the percentage of children
achieving expected levels in reading, writing and mathematics combined to place
them in the top quartile nationally.

KS2 School distribution: percentage of pupils at or above expected level

2015
100% -
) m:mmz
80% %MM:M:MLL:: e e
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195 of 397 schools
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30%
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I Bottom quartile 3rd quartile 2nd quartile B Top quartile -——Essex average ~——National average

Academy converters
performed 4 percentage
points above national
average

Produced by Organisational Intelligence

88% of pupils attending academy convertor schools achieved level 4 or above
compared to 84% nationally, a difference of 4 percentage points. Performance
at Sponsor —led academies was 13 percentage points lower than for converters
within Essex but above the national comparator by 4 percentage points.
Performance at non-academy schools was at the national average.
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Key Stage 2 Percentage of children attaining level 4 or above across
reading, writing and mathematics

88%
| 84% 81% 81% 81% 80%

1 75% 719
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School

B Essex National

Continued reduction in the number of There were 11 Essex schools below the floor standards,
schools below Floor Standards representing 3% of primary schools, below the national average of

5%. The number of schools below floor standards has reduced
year on year since 2013 when there were 30 (9.0%) schools below
floor standard.



Key stage 4 (Year 11)

Background
Pupils are assessed the end of key stage 4 (aged 16) through external GCSE exams and vocational
courses. Before 2014, measures allowed for ‘GCSEs or equivalences’ but in 2014 there were

several major reforms implemented in 2014 which affect the calculation of key stage 4 (KS4)

performance measures. They were:
1. Professor Alison Wolf’s Review of Vocational Education recommendations which:

e restrict the qualifications counted

e prevent any qualification from counting as larger than one GCSE

e cap the number of non-GCSEs included in performance measures at two per pupil
2. An early entry policy that only counts a pupil’s first attempt at a qualification.

These changes mean that it is not possible to make direct comparisons to results prior to
2013/14.

Headlines

Attainment on core 58.4% of pupils gained at least 5 good GCSE’s (between grades A* and C),

GCSE measures are  including English and mathematics, up from 56.5% last year.
ahead of national

average

Essex’s national rank  Essex was ranked 56™ in 2015 out of 151 local authorities, rising to the second
position has improved quartile, compared to 2014 when Essex was ranked 85th, and in the third
quartile.

KS4 - percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more good grades including English and
mathematics, 2012-2015
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Rise in proportion of pupils
achieving the English
Baccalaureate

Progress measures in English and
mathematics also improved to
their highest ever levels

The proportion of pupils entered for the EBACC has increased from
31% in 2013 to 35% 2015. The percentage of young people who have
achieved the award has also increased year on year, rising by 9.4
percentage points since 2011 to 22.4% last year. Essex is in the third
guartile nationally with similar performance to comparators. The gap
has also closed between Essex and national average from 4.6 to 0.5
percentage points.

Progress in English and mathematics were also at their highest levels —
74.1% and 68.4% respectively. The rank positions for these measures
were also up; for English the 2015 rank was 46™ out of 151 local
authorities (67 in 2014) and for mathematics, they were 59" in 2015
and 77" the year before.

Both of these indicators were in the second quartile in 2015, improving
up from the third in quartile in 2014.

KS4 - percentage of children making expected (or better) progressin
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Girls continue to The proportion of boys and girls in Essex attaining the threshold measures was

outperform boys 3bove the national average in 2015. 63% of girls and 54% of boys attained 5 or
more A* to C grades including English and Maths compared to 62% and 53%
nationally.

Since 2014, the gap between boys and girls attainment has closed 1 percentage
point, similar to the national average.

Slight decreasein  32% of pupils with FSM achieved the measure in 2015, a decrease of 1
attainment of pupils percentage point compared to 2014. Nationally the FSM performed slightly
eligible for free school petter (33%) however, Essex performance was better than ER and SN average.

meals

Essex is in the 2™ guartile nationally for FSM performance.



Performance of pupils
with Statements or
EHC above national

average

Attainment of
Children Looked After
improved, although
progress lower
compared to 2014

District differences

9% of pupils with statements or EHC plans attained the threshold, slightly higher
than the national comparative average. Pupils with SEN support performed
below the national average 22% vs 24%.

Provisionally 19% of children who had been looked after for 12 months or more
attained 5 or more A* to C grades including English and Maths in 2015, 10
percentage points higher than the previous year.

Proportionally fewer pupils made expected progress in English and Maths
between Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 4 compared to 2014: 33% vs 37% in English
and 27% vs 32% in maths. Because of the smaller numbers within the looked
after cohort, percentages tend to fluctuate more widely when comparing results
across year groups.

Uttlesford and Chelmsford the highest performance out of the eight districts;
Tendring and Basildon had the lowest. There was a 22 percentage point difference
between performance at Tendring and Uttlesford. Performance in the following
districts was below national average: Tendring, Basildon, Harlow and Braintree.

KS4 - percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more good grades including English and

Mathematics 2015, by district
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Highest performance at
academy converters, although
this is below national
comparator performance

61% of pupils at academy converters achieved 5 or more A* to C Grades
including English and Maths compared to 64% nationally. LA maintained
schools did better and Sponsored Academies performed slightly lower
than their national comparators.



Annual Overview of Educational in Essex

KS4 Percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more good grades including English and
Mathematics, 2015

70% 64%
61%
57% 58% 57%
60% - 56%

g 50% - 45%  46%
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e 20% - —
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B Essex National

Source: final performance tables data. School status as shown in Performance tables published dataset. Closed schools not included

Almost half of Essex Just under half (35 out of 75) schools had a level of attainment at 5 or more good

schools had overall GCSEs including English and mathematics to place them in the top quartile
attainment at GCSE to nationally.

put them in the top
quartile nationally

KS4 School distribution: percentage of pupils achieving 5 or more good grades
(including English and mathematics)
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I Bottom quartile 3rd quartile 2nd quartile =W Top quartile ——Essex average ——England average

Slight reductionin  Just 7 schools (10.4%) below floor targets in 2015 — one school fewer than in 2014.

schools below Floor This compares favourably to England where the rate actually increased from 11.2%
Standards 5 11.7%.
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Post-16 qualifications and other FE College outcomes

Background

There are two sets of academic results reported below: the first chart covers all state-funded

mainstream schools, academies, free schools, maintained special schools and FE colleges, whilst

the second refers to results for pupils attending state-funded schools only.

The average point score per entry is one of the main headline measures for the 16-18
performance tables; this will become the only key attainment measure by 2016. This measure
gives an indication of the average result achieved per qualification taken which enables us to

compare achievement over time regardless of the volume of qualifications taken.

Other post 16 outcomes for apprenticeships and education and training courses are included
below, including learner and employer satisfaction rates.

Headlines

Top quartile
performance

Points per entry above
the national average

Three out of the four measures reported on were in the top quartile nationally.
One measure was in the second quartile but was just slightly below the threshold
to put it into the top quartile.

The average number of points per entry for students in state-funded schools was
216.0, slightly above national average. Essex has been above national average for
the last three years.

KS5 - points per examination entry: school and college students vs state-
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Points per student well
above the national
average

Slight increase in
students achieving
Level 3 passes

Essex Students achieved 818.3 points on average in 2015, a slight decline
compared to 2014 (821.3) this mirrors a slight 4.4-point decline nationally,
however results were well above the 2015 national average of 771.9

The proportion of students with at least 2 substantial Level 3 passes has increased
by 0.4% in Essex compared to 0.1% rise in the Eastern Region. Essex is similar to
the national average.

KS5 - 3+ A-grades: school and college students vs state-funded schools only:
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Increase in AAB grades

Learner satisfaction at
further education
colleges in Essex lower
than last year

Employer Satisfaction
at further education
colleges in Essex lower
than national average
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School & college pupils State-funded schools only
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The Percentage of students achieving grades AAB or better at A level has increased
by 0.5 percentage points to 19.1% compared to a national drop of 0.4 percentage
points. The proportion of students achieving grades AAB or better at A level, of
which at least two are in facilitating subjects has increased by 0.8 percentage
points to 14.8%, compared to a national and regional drop of 0.4 percentage to
13.1%

Scores for learner satisfaction dropped slightly compared to the previous academic
year, from 8.1 to 7.8. Learner Satisfaction is a score out of 10 derived from a
guestionnaire on learners' views undertaken between November 2014 and May
2015.

Essex average was 7.7 vs 8.2 for the national median average in 2013/14.
Employer Satisfaction is a score out of 10 derived from employers' responses to a
survey of its providers' responsiveness and quality of training. The latest published
survey took place between April 2014 and August 2014 based on views of training
provided in the 2013/14 academic year.



Essex below the
national average for
apprenticeship success
rates

Education and Training
retention rates same as
national average

6 out of 10 FE colleges
in Essex have been
rated by Ofsted as
‘requiring
improvement’

Year
2013/14

2014/15
2013/14

2014/15

Average success rates for Essex residents enrolled on an Apprenticeship have
declined 5.5 percentage points over the last three years and stand at 66.6% in
2013/14. This follows a national trend where success rates have decreased by 4.9
percentage points to 68.9% in 2013/14.

Success rates are the proportion of a total cohort starting a particular learning aim
that achieved the qualification. Overall success rates for Essex residents enrolled
on education and training courses were slightly below the national average in
2013/14, though retention rates were the same as the national average. Due to
changes in methodology it is not possible to make comparisons with previous
years

The other four colleges have been rated ‘Good’. One of the colleges currently

rated, as ‘requires improvement’ has recently been re-inspected and the report is
due to be published shortly.

Learner and Employer Satisfaction scores

Learner Satisfaction Employer
Score Satisfaction Score
Essex median 8.1 7.7
Essex median 7.8 --
National median 8.6 8.2
National median 8.6 --

Apprenticeship success rates (all types of apprenticeship)

Overall
Hybrid End Success Rate
Year %
2011/12 Essex weighted average 72.1
2012/13 Essex weighted average 67.9
2013/14 Essex weighted average 66.6
2011/12 National 73.8
2012/13 National 72.3

2013/14 National 68.9



Education & Training Headline Success Rates (all institutions)

Starters

Expected (Excluding  Success Retention Achievement

End Year Transfers) Rate % Rate % Rate %
2011/12 Essex weighted average 76,710 82.2 90.4 91.0
2012/13 Essex weighted average 80,690 84.2 91.0 92.6
2013/14 Essex weighted average 95,010 83.3 92.3 90.3
2011/12 National 3,667,800 83.8 90.4 92.6
2012/13 National 3,934,220 86.0 91.7 93.8
2013/14 National 4,439,000 84.7 92.3 91.7

Please note that the 2013/14 success rates for education and training are not consistent with earlier years due to changes in
methodology.



Qualifications by age 19 Level 2 and Level 3

Background

These indicators are a percentage of young people who have attained a full level 2 or level 3
qualification by the end of the academic year in which they turn 19. A full level 3 equates to 2 or
more A levels or an equivalent qualification. Attainment at level 3 is a minimum requirement for

entry into higher education and has demonstrable returns in the labour market. Disadvantaged
young people are less likely to achieve Level 3 qualifications.

Headlines

By age 19, 64% of The latest published figures are for 2014 and show that there was a 2
young people attained percentage point increase in the percentage of 19 year olds with a level 2
a level 2 qualification  5|ification including English and Maths compared to 2014. Essex is 2

thatincluded English ..o \ta0e points below the national and SN average and in the third quartile
and Maths and 56.5% nationally

attain level 3.

The percentage of young people achieving a Level 3 qualification by age 19 has
increased 0.7 percentage points since 2013. The improvement in Essex has been
below the national and ER averages since 2007 but above that for SN. Essex is
in the third quartile nationally.

Level 2 (incl. English and maths) and level 3 qualifications at age 19

2012-2014
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Decrease in inequality
gap in Level 2
qualifications by the
age of 19

No change in the FSM
gap for 19 year olds
who attained Level 3
qualifications that
include English and
Maths

The inequality gap reported is based on young people where were eligible for
free school meals (FSM). Compared to 2014, there was a decrease of 1
percentage point in the attainment gap at Level 2 for young people reaching age
19. The Essex gap is lower than for SN and ER but 2 percentage points above
the national average. Essex is in the third quartile nationally for this measure.

In the last two years 2013-14 the inequality gap (FSM) has remained the same
at 31%, nationally it is 27% but there has been no change over the last 4 years.
The Essex gap is the same as for ER but below SN average.



Disadvantage - Key Performance Messages

The performance of The performance of Disadvantaged pupils (and other pupils) is higher than in
Disadvantaged pupils 2014 for all EYFS, Year 1 Phonics and KS1 measures shown above. Similarly, at

improves for the s> and KS4 the majority of measures see improved performance for both pupil
majority of measures groups.

and only seesone Expected KS2-4 progress in English is the only measure featured where

measure with lower performance for Disadvantaged pupils is lower in 2015 than a year ago.
performance since 2014

Most gaps remaining  With improvements by Disadvantaged pupils and other pupils tending to be the
the same same in many cases, this means that many gaps remain static. Generally, gaps at
KS4 have increased with other pupils’ improvement outweighing that of

Disadvantaged pupils.

Has performance improved since Has the gap
Key Stage Measure (% pupils achieving): 20147 reduced since
Disadvantaged Other 20147
EYFS Good Level of Development
Year 1 Phonics Required Level v

L2B+ Reading

v v
v v
v v
Key Stage 1 L2B+ Writing v v
L2B+ Maths v v
L4+ RWM v v
L4+ Reading
ey Stage 2 L4+ Writing / / ,/
L4+ Maths v v Ve
Reading
o | Witng / / ‘
Maths v v
5+ A*-C Inc. English & Maths v x
Key Stage 4 5+ A*-C v v
5+ A*-G v v
KS2-4 expected English X v X
progress Maths v v x




Young people not in education, employment or training (NEETSs)

Background
The Department for Education (DfE) monitors the performance of local authorities during
November, December and January to establish the number and proportion of young people who

are not in employment, education or training (NEETs) and those whose current activity is unknown.

This period is when it is anticipated that the number of ‘unknowns’ will decrease from the peak in
September. The DfE do not accept as credible reported unknown figures above 10%.

Headlines

4.4% NEET target Reduction in NEET during Target period (November, December January) from 5.7%
achieved. in 2012/13 to 4.4% in 2015/16. A 4.1% figure for January is the lowest NEET
percentage achieved in January for the last four years.  Whilst comparative
national data is not yet available for 2015/16 however Essex NEET have been

slightly lower than national average for the last three years.

% 16-19 year olds who are NEET
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Attendance and

Unknowns are well below the DfE 10% threshold. Just 4.4% in January
makes data more robust and NEET figures more reliable.

Exclusions

Background

In 2012/13 school absence in Essex was 5.4% across state-funded schools and academies (primary

and secondary schools combined). This means that on an average day, for whatever reason, over
9,000 children were not at school - the approximate equivalent of 30 schools closing each day.

Just under 1 in every
‘persistent absentees’

20 children (4.7% - averaged across primary and secondary schools) were
(defined as those pupils who missed 15% or more possible sessions during

the year). This equates to 46 or more sessions of absence (authorised and unauthorised) during

the year.

Headlines

Total absence rates at
primary schools declined
overall

Slight increases in overall
absence and persistent
absence predicted for
children looked after

5 47 46 47

Percentage
=Y

Essex was in the 2™ quartile nationally for overall primary absence and rates
fell nearly 1 percentage point compared to 2013/14 AY. Nationally Essex was
ranked 51%, up from a rank of 74" the previous year. The decline in overall
absence was due specifically to authorised absences whilst unauthorised rates
remain the same as for the previous year (0.7%), lower than national and ER
average and in-line with SN.

Absence levels for children looked after have been between 4.0 and 4.4% over
the last three years. There is predicted to be a slight increase of 0.7% in
persistent absence for 2015 compared to the previous year, making a three-
year rising trend in persistent absence.

Primary schools: overall absence vs persistent absence
2012/13-2014/15 (aut & spr)

3.8 3.8 39 3g 40 40

2.7 56 27 26 2.7
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Secondary schools: overall absence vs persistent absence
2012/13-2014/15 (aut & spr)
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Permanent exclusions
in secondary schools
have been declining

Fixed term exclusions
within secondary
schools are on a
downward trend

Low proportions of
Primary permanent
exclusions

Primary Fixed-Term
exclusions

The most common
reason for exclusion:
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terms) terms)
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Performance is in the top quartile and is ranked 13" nationally out of 151 local
authorities. Secondary exclusions have decreased from 0.23% to 0.04% of the
secondary school population since 2006/07. They remain well below national
average and other comparators and the trend is downwards compared to slight
increases nationally and in ER for 2012/13 AY.

Essex performance is in the second quartile nationally and exclusions have
declined from 12.9% in 2006/07 down to 5.7% in 2013/14.

Primary permanent exclusions increased slightly in 2013/14 however, the overall
proportion remains very low at 0.02% of the school population, in line with SN, ER
and national average.

There has been a slight increase in the proportion of fixed-term exclusions at
primary schools; however, the average remains in line with national and other
comparators. Essex is in the third quartile nationally and is ranked 95" The
overall proportion of fixed term exclusions has declined from 12.9% to 6.7%.

Persistent disruptive behaviour was the most commonly recorded reason for
fixed-term and permanent exclusions at both primary and secondary schools.
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This information is issued by

Essex County Council, Organisational Intelligence

You can contact us in the following ways:

By email: nicola.smith4@essex.gov.uk

Visit our Council website: www.essex.gov.uk

Visit our Partnership intelligence sharing website: www.essexinsight.org.uk

By telephone:

03330138370

By post:

Organisational Intelligence

EUG Zonel, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 1QH

Read our online magazine at www.essex.gov.uk/ew

Follow us on Twitter Essex_CC

Find us on ﬁ facebook.com/essexcountycouncil


http://www.essex.gov.uk/
http://www.essexinsight.org.uk/
http://www.essex.gov.uk/ew
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