AGENDA ITEM 6
	Essex Admission Forum
	EAF/09/10

	date: 30 November 2010
	


Future Development of the Forum – next steps
Report by the Forum Secretary
Enquiries to Judith Dignum on 01245 430044 (ext 20044)
1. Purpose of the Report

1.1 To present an action plan detailing how the proposals agreed at the last meeting relating to the Forum’s future development may be taken forward.
2. Recommendations
2.1 That the Action Plan attached as Annex A to the report be approved, subject to Members’ comments and suggestions.
2.2 That suggestions be invited regarding potential topics for consideration at future meetings.
2.3 
3. Background
3.1 The last meeting held on 7 July 2010 took the form of a facilitated discussion to help the Forum plan its future role and direction.  A number of actions were agreed and these are set out in the table attached at Annex A, together with proposals as to how these may be taken forward.
3.2 
3.3 
Annex A
	Action
	How will this be achieved?
	Progress

	Meetings of the Forum to be scheduled in advance
	A schedule of meetings for the forthcoming Municipal Year will be submitted to the November meeting each year for Members’ approval

	A schedule of meetings for the period until the end of the Municipal Year 2012 has been included on the agenda for this meeting

	Forward Look to be included on all future agendas
	A Forward Look setting out planned items of business and seeking Members’ suggestions as to matters for future consideration will be prepared and included on the agenda for each meeting

	A Forward Look based on the format used by Essex County Council’s scrutiny committees has been included on the agenda for this meeting

	The Forum to be provided with access to statistical information in the most appropriate way

	A report to be submitted to the March 2011 meeting
	Report included on the Forward Look

	Further consideration to be given as to how the Forum may undertake reviews on matters of interest or concern

	A report to be submitted to the March 2011 
	Report included on the Forward Look

	Regular reviews of membership to be undertaken to ensure relevance
	It is proposed that a report be included on the agenda for the July 2011 meeting and annually thereafter.  To assist Members in deciding whether the current categories of membership continue to be the most appropriate, the report will include details of any current vacancies, a record of members’ attendance at previous meetings and details of any input provided during the year by groups with no permanent representation

	Report included on the Forward Look

	Input to be sought from groups with no permanent representation on the Forum when issues of particular interest of them are to be considered


	The Secretary to invite appropriate contributors once items of business have been identified
Members to suggest groups / individuals who may be able to assist

	

	To identify an effective means for the Forum to exercise its statutory power to review admissions policies and raise objections where these are unfair
	It is suggested that the Forum discuss this on 30 November
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