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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE HEALTH/NHS OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE HELD ON 14 OCTOBER 2009 AT 10.00AM AT COUNTY HALL, CHELMSFORD

Membership

County Councillors:

	*
	Mr G Butland (Chairman)
	
	M Hutchon

	*
	Dr A Naylor (Vice-Chairman)
	*
	S Hillier

	
	J Baugh
	*
	E Johnson

	*
	R Boyce
	*
	J Knapman

	*
	L Dangerfield
	*
	Mrs M A Miller

	
	R Gooding
	*
	Mrs J M Reeves


(* present)

	*
	John Carr from Essex and Southend LINk was invited to participate in the Committees debate


The following officers were present in support throughout the meeting:

	Vivien Door
	-
	Committee Officer

	Graham Redgwell
	-
	Governance Officer


63.
Welcome
The Chairman welcomed Councillor L Dangerfield as a full Member of this Committee he had previously been a substitute Member.  The Chairman also welcomed John Carr, Essex and Southend LINk to sit at the table.
64.
Apologies and Substitution Notices

The Committee Officer reported apologies for absence from Councillors J Baugh, R Gooding and Mrs M Hutchon.  There were no substitutions.

65.
Declarations of Interest

The following standing declarations of interest were recorded:

	Councillor Graham Butland
	Personal interest as Chief Executive of the East Anglia Children’s Hospice.

Personal interest due to being in receipt of an NHS Pension.

	Councillor Dr Ann Naylor
	Personal interest due to being in receipt of an NHS Pension.

	Councillor Sandra Hillier
	Personal interest as a Governor of the Basildon and Thurrock University Foundation Trust Hospital.


66.
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 2 September 2009 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman subject to two amendments, that Councillor Boyce was present and that Councillor Dangerfield was substituting for Councillor Mrs Barker.
67
Meetings with PCT Chairmen (Minute 60/09)
The Chairman informed the Committee that it had been difficult to find one date for the joint meetings between the Chairman and the two Vice Chairmen of this Committee and the five PCT Chairmen.  Therefore three informal meetings would take place.  A verbal report will be given at the November HOSC meeting.

68.
Task and Finish Group on Inert Waste (Minutes 58/09)

It was confirmed that this Task and Finish Group was to be established.  One Member would be required from this Committee.

The Committee Agreed that Councillor J Knapman be appointed as this Committee’s representative on the Group.
69.
Questions from the Public

The Chairman invited questions from the Public on any of the agenda items.  No questions were raised on this occasion.
70.
Department of Health – Consultation on Quality Accounts 
The Committee considered HOSC/23/09, a letter from Professor Sir Bruce Keogh, NHS Medical Director, Department of Health (DoH) regarding a public consultation on the proposals for Quality Accounts, which would be a legal requirement on all NHS Providers to produce from 2010.
Graham Redgwell informed the Committee that the new legislation regarding Quality Accounts supplements the Annual Health Checks, the value of which had been limited.  The new Quality Accounts would be required for a wider range of health services including GPs. This could mean that Essex County Council was required to report on hundreds of Health Service provisions.
After discussion the Committee Agreed their response to the DoH should include the following points:
· Accept that there was a benefit for any organisation to be required to have a public assessment within the three key domains:

· Safety;

· Effectiveness;

· Patient Experience;

· There should be a common and consistent framework for all Health Services to enable the public to make comparisons on the NHS;
· Local Authorities should be able to comment on providers as and when they consider it appropriate;

· Were resources for this new scheme to be diverted from front line services;

· Concern about the impact on voluntary services, for example, would hospices have to comply with the legislation, when they have limited resources;

· What checks would be in place to monitor the Health Services provision if they do not fulfill the points that they have included in their Quality Accounts?  The Committee did not want this to be just a paper exercise as it wanted to see a real improvement in services.  

Graham Redgwell would send the Committee’s response to Professor Sir Bruce Keogh.
71.
Children’s Cardiac Surgery Services Programme

The Committee received report HOSC/24/09, a newsletter from the National Specialised Commissioning Group (NSCG) regarding the Children’s Cardiac Surgery Services Programme. In advance of the public consultation planned for September 2010, the NSCG welcomed views and feedback.

The Committee noted that Graham Redgwell would have more information on this service after the regional meeting in November.  Essex would not be directly involved as the main regional activity on Children’s Cardiac Surgery Services would take place at Addenbrookes Hospital Cambridge.  Cambridgeshire HOSC would lead on any joint Committee that might need to be established.
72.
LINks Protocols 
The Committee received report HOSC/25/09 the first version of a draft protocol for working with the Essex and Southend Local Involvement Network (LINk), from Graham Redgwell, Governance Officer.  
The Committee Agreed:

i) to accept the draft protocols, which would then be discussed further with the LINks and Southend Borough Council;
ii) that any draft report should have the appropriate draft number included in the document to avoid the possibility of mistakenly working from different documents.
73.
NICE Correspondence
NICE had contacted the Committee as they would like to attend a meeting or provide training for the Committee.
The Committee Agreed that Graham Redgwell would contact NICE to discuss its involvement for a training event for the Committee.
74.
Work Programme
i)
The Chairman informed the Committee that there may be health issues to pursue after the meetings with all PCT Chairmen (see Minute 67 above).  

ii)
The CAHMS review needs to be reconvened soon.

iii)
Councillor Dr Naylor would update the Committee on joint working between the PCTs and Schools, Children and Families on Aiming Higher For Children With Disabilities. 
iv)
NHS Variations in Service

All Variations of Service were sent to Graham Redgwell who then decides the most appropriate route for them.  Most Variations of Service would now be taken to Area Forums.  Graham would give the Area Co-ordinators briefings on the issues.  Any strategic Variations of Service would be presented to the HOSC.  The Area Forums would inform the HOSC if there were any patterns in these Variations so that the HOSC could investigate strategically.

Members were concerned that some NHS providers were not bringing changes of building use forward as a Service Variation.  This would be discussed at the joint meetings with the PCT Chairmen.
v)
London JOSC
Councillor Pond would be invited to the next meeting to provide an update.

75.
Date of Next Meeting

The Committee noted that the date of the next meeting was 4 November 2009. 2009.

There being no further urgent business, the meeting closed at 10.41 am.

Chairman


