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Committee
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Date

2 September 2009
NORTH EAST LONDON NHS MATTERS
Enquiries to: Graham Redgwell, Governance Officer

Councillor Pond serves as the representative of this Committee on all Joint Overview and Scrutiny Committees looking at services in London.  He has asked for the following information to be bought to the Committees attention:-
A meeting was held at Upton Park on 30 July 2009 of the North East London JOSC (on which I am the County Council representative) and the HOSCs from the four inner NE London boroughs (City, Tower Hamlets, Hackney, Newham) with NHS London, acting through the Joint PCT Committee, about procedural matters relating to its intended major consultation on NHS services in the area.  This impacts on Essex because of the reliance of Essex residents (particularly in west Brentwood and the south of Epping Forest District) on these services.

The consultation will be a major and wide ranging one.  It may cover matters such as closure and/or consolidation of services such as A&E, maternity, ante-natal, geriatric, and paediatrics.  There has been a working group of clinicians who are well advanced in their study.

Any necessary statutory process for variations (as decided) will follow.

The timing is difficult.  If it can be started in November 2009 and finished in February 2010 that will avoid purdah for the London borough elections next May and a possible General Election.  If not, it may have to wait until June 2010.  Consultation will be via the North East London JOSC and a probable new Inner London HOSC for the four boroughs mentioned.  Public consultation will be via website, GP surgeries, and roadshow/consultation meetings.  I asked for such a meeting each in Loughton and Brentwood as well as within the GLA boundary.

I was told there has been full inter-PCT consultation already with the West and SW Essex PCTs.

I shall continue to keep the HOSC informed and will be happy to take any concerns it may have to the meetings or raise them otherwise.
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