
Full Council 08/10/19                        Agenda Item 10: 
Labour Amendment to Motion No. 3, A Zero Carbon Essex 
 

LABOUR AMENDMENT TO MOTION 
 
Moved by Councillor Young and seconded by Councillor Reid 
 
Amend the motion to read (inserted words shown underlined, removed wording 
shown scored): 
 
‘Local Government has a critical role to play in an effective and just transition to a 
zero carbon Britain.  Many of the solutions are best tackled locally with cities, towns 
and rural communities working together. 
 
A part of that solution is to embark on an ambitious programme of tree planting, 
similar to that proposed by Chelmsford City Council.  This would, over a ten-year 
period, mean that a tree would be planted for every resident in Chelmsford. 
 
Given the climate and ecological situation there should be a focus on productive 
trees, for food and other uses, i.e. fruit and nut trees and those for coppicing for 
timber, fibre and energy. 
 
This Council therefore calls upon the Cabinet Member for Environment and Waste to 
support Chelmsford and any other Essex Councils with similar ambitions, by making 
available suitable green spaces in its ownership for tree planting. Not only will this 
help reduce carbon in the atmosphere, as trees fix carbon in living biomass and soils 
for decades, but it will enhance the landscape, townscape and create habitat for 
wildlife.’ 
 
 
Amended Motion: 
 
‘Local Government has a critical role to play in an effective and just transition to a 
zero carbon Britain.  Many of the solutions are best tackled locally with cities, towns 
and rural communities working together. 
 
A part of that solution is to embark on an ambitious programme of tree planting, 
similar to that proposed by Chelmsford City Council.  This would, over a ten-year 
period, mean that a tree would be planted for every resident in Chelmsford. 
 
Given the climate and ecological situation there should be a focus on productive 
trees, for food and other uses, i.e. fruit and nut trees and those for coppicing for 
timber, fibre and energy. 
 
This Council therefore calls upon the Cabinet Member for Environment and          
Waste to support Chelmsford and any other Essex Councils with similar ambitions, 
by making available suitable green spaces in its ownership for tree planting. Not only 
will this help reduce carbon in the atmosphere, as trees fix carbon in living biomass 
and soils for decades, but it will enhance the landscape, townscape and create 
habitat for wildlife. 


