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1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1
To advise the Forum of a recent amendment to the School Admissions Code as it relates to the timing of admission of reception aged children and to seek a view from the Forum as to the appropriate way to reflect this change in admissions literature.
2. BACKGROUND

2.1 The School Admissions Code has recently been amended to stipulate that with effect for admission in the 2011/12 academic year, all infant and primary schools must provide for the admission of all children in the September following their fourth birthday. It additionally gives parents the right to request a part-time place for their child initially if they so wish. Annex A sets out the relevant paragraphs in the revised Code in this context.  
2.2 Previously, governing bodies have been able to agree their own arrangements with regard to the timing of the admission of the admission of reception aged children, depending upon the actual age and date of birth of individual children. Some schools currently operate a one term entry, others a two term entry and a smaller number a three term entry policy. 

2.3 The revised arrangements for September 2011 onwards have been brought about as a result of the recommendations made by Sir Jim Rose from his Primary Curriculum Review in April 2009. This review concluded that outcomes were generally better for children who started school in the September following their fourth birthday as opposed to those who did not. Annex B provides a copy of the Ministerial Statement that accompanied the announcement of the revisions to the School Admissions Code.
3. The Essex Context
3.1 In Essex, of 400 infant and primary schools, 260 schools already operate a single point of entry for all reception aged children in September. There are 120 schools who operate a two term entry policy i.e. September and January and only 20 which operate a three term entry policy, September, January and April.
3.2 Nationally, the majority of local authority areas already operate an entry point in September following a child’s fourth birthday. The changes that are being implemented nationally from September 2011 will therefore result in parents and children having the same rights of access across the country.
3.3 All infant and primary schools in Essex have been advised of the revised arrangements that need to be in place for September 2011 and schools which are their own admission authority have also been given guidance on suitable wording for their admission policies.

3.4 The dimension on which the view of the Forum is sought is that relating to parents accessing a part-time place initially for their reception aged child.

4. The Part-Time Dimension
4.1 The revised Code, paragraph 2.65 (e) states that parents can request their child attends part-time until the child reaches compulsory school age.
4.2 The law does not require a child to start school until the start of the term following their fifth birthday. Compulsory school age is reached at that point. Thus, a parent could request a part-time place only until say January, April or for the youngest children in the cohort, until the September when the child would be joining Year 1.

4.3 The Code makes it clear that when determining their admission arrangements, as well as advising parents of their statutory right to defer entry (which has always been the case), the arrangements must also make it clear that parents have the right to request a part-time place.

4.4 The central documents accessed by parents when making their applications for places are the annual admissions booklets published by the Local Authority (LA). In Essex, this is by means of the Primary Education in Essex booklet which provides all of the necessary general information, coupled with the individual area Admission Policies Directory which details the admission policy of each individual school.

4.5 The LA can very easily set out the legal position about the right to a full-time place in September, the right to a part-time place initially, and the right to defer entry in the general information booklet and at the front of each individual area directory. 

4.6 The issue is whether to detail, under each individual school entry, what the part-time offer will be (for any parents requesting it). It is anticipated that most schools will offer either mornings or afternoons only for organisational reasons, and most schools who have thus far responded to a request for this information are opting for mornings only.        
4.7 Some schools have expressed concern that detailing the exact part-time offer for each school individually might effectively ’promote’ part-time provision and confuse parents. There is a view too that outcomes and experiences are better for children who start full time in September. This view is shared by the County Council’s Head of Early Years and Childcare and the Head of Primary Improvement. Contact has been made with some other local authorities who have confirmed that they do not intend to explicitly publish the exact part-time offer for each school.

4.8 There are two options available in terms of what is published in the School Admissions Policies Directory for 2011/12 admission arrangements. The first (which must be done) is to highlight parents statutory rights to a full-time place from September, their right to a part-time place initially if they wish, and the right of deferment in the front of the booklet and to reinforce the message, to also refer parents to that under each schools’ policy, but not detail the exact part-time offer for each school. This would, it is felt, satisfy the requirements of the Code and parents could be advised to contact schools directly if they need any clarification on the part-time offer.          

4.9 The second option is to have both the general entry in the front of the booklets, but also detail the exact part-time offer for each school under individual entries. Again, this would satisfy the requirements of the Code, but could be seen to be clearer and more transparent in that parents would know exactly what the part-time offer is for each school at the point of application.      
5. Forum Advice and Recommendation    

5.1 The Forum is asked to provide a view on whether to adopt the approach outlined in 4.8 above to outline the revised rights of access from September 2011, or whether the approach set out in 4.9 would be more appropriate.    
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