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Forum
WEST ESSEX AREA

Date

16 November 2010

2010/2011 West Area Forum Budget Recommendations 

Report by; Yvette Wetton, Area Co-ordinator West Essex

Contact: Tel:  01245 436079 or e-mail yvette.wetton@essex.gov.uk

Purpose of Report
To update members on progress in allocating funding available through the West Area Forum Budget and to request ratification of the Chairman’s recommendations for allocation.
Background
At the meeting on the 15th June 2010, Members of the West Essex Area Forum received a report advising of the availability of £50,000 funding to provide small grants to achieve real improvements in local communities.  Members were invited to promote and encourage submission of applications against the monies available to support a small number of projects in West Essex where the contribution would make a real difference to the chances of the project actually happening.
In line with the process adopted in other Area Forums, the fund was advertised through the Members of the Forum, which includes District  and Borough Councils, Primary Care Trusts and Voluntary Sector Infrastructure Organisation partners and with Parish Councils through the Making the Links publication.
In line with Essex Compact guidelines the deadline for submissions for funding was agreed as 5th October 2010, at which point 31 application forms had been received requesting funding from the £50,000 capital budget.  Counted together of these 31 applications, 10 were received from Harlow, 6 were received from Uttlesford, 12 were received for Epping Forest and 3 from Brentwood. 
The total amount requested was £188,781 against the £50,000 that was available.  This meant that many applications, although very worthy of support could not be funded on this occasion and of those funded many could not be supported to the full amount requested.
The Chairman of the West Essex Area Forum, supported by the Area Co-ordinator has considered fully all applications against the agreed criteria:

· The project will achieve tangible improvements to people’s lives within local communities. 

· Matched funding is desirable but not an essential element. 

· Applicants will need to demonstrate community support; for example, engagement with young people or participation of volunteers, or evidence measures to be taken to secure that support. 

The Chairman had a mind to ensure that the geographical spread of funding across Uttlesford, Harlow, Epping Forest and Brentwood was equitable and that the smaller schemes were supported, with the larger schemes being referred to main Community Initiatives Funding where they are considered to demonstrate that they meet the criteria.

With the full support and agreement from all organisations involved all applicants in Epping Forest and Harlow will be offered the opportunity to link with the FAIR Project (run through Rainbow Services Harlow and Voluntary Action Epping Forest) for further advice on possible funding sources available to them.  Applicants from Uttlesford and Brentwood will be signposted to access further funding information via Uttlesford Council of Voluntary Services and Brentwood Council for Voluntary Services respectively 
Budget Recommendations

· Recommendations for funding against the £50,000 budget available are set out in appendix one
· Projects not recommended for funding are set out in appendix two
Appendix One Recommendations for funding against the £50,000 budget

	Name of Organisation
	Amount Requested
	Suggested Amount
	Purpose of Grant

	1
	Hutton Football Club
	5000
	5,000
	Contribution to refurbishment of clubhouse to make it available to the community once more

	2
	Stondon Massey Parish Council
	11,114
	7,500
	To remove existing swings and replace with safe equipment

	6
	Queens Hall Charity
	2,377.84
	2,378
	Undertake works to boiler and electrics to maintain hall in suitable condition for Community Use 

	8
	Roydon Pre-school
	7650
	3,000
	To provide a safe and secure outdoor play area for a voluntary run pre-school

	9
	3rd North Weald Scout Group
	1,740.6
	1,741
	New kitchen for Scout Group and Beavers so they can use hut to hire out for sustainability.

	13
	Theydon Bois Cricket Club
	1,400
	1,400
	New electronic score box to replace worn out 'pulley system' one

	15
	Theydon Youth
	5,000
	4,000
	Laptops, software, tables and chairs for Community and Youth Centre

	17
	Harlow Cricket Club
	2,925.75
	2,926
	To rebuild end wall of equipment store to improve security for equipment

	18
	Lindford End Allotments
	3,642
	1,500
	Storage container plus other equipment for multi generational/multi cultural allotment society

	23
	The Fun & Fitness Club
	4,394
	4,000
	Gym mats for an all ability Gymnastics club

	25
	Reformed Activities
	4,000
	4,000
	To replace and refurbish existing kitchen area in well used community centre

	26
	Saffron Walden Cricket Club
	6,500
	5,000
	Refurbishment of shower/toilet facility so that women and people with disabilities can use

	29
	Stansted Day and Community centre
	3,000
	3,000
	Carpet and kitchenware for a community centre to continue to provide lunch club in the village

	30
	Thaxted Parish Council
	2,000
	1,500
	Contribution to large playground re-development

	31
	Birchanger Woodland Trust
	5,141
	3,000
	Pond Spur Access Link to increase access to wooded area for people with Disabilities, Scouts etc.


	TOTAL
	49,945


Appendix Two Projects not recommended for funding

	
	Name of Organisation
	Amount Requested
	Purpose of Grant

	3
	West Horndon Parish Council
	10,000
	Match funding of CCTV cameras outside shopping area

	4
	Epping Cricket Club
	10,957
	50% contribution to facilities improvements of Cricket Club/or contribution thereof as outlined in bid breakdown

	5
	Epping Forest Youth Council 
	3,950
	1000 mugs to support access drive for youth centres

	7
	Essex Arrows Baseball Club
	15,000
	Further develop the training and playing facility at the Townmead Playing Fields

	10
	Thornwood Seniors Association
	500
	Christmas Lunch for 113 seniors

	11
	Christian Drama Resource Centre with Loughton Methodist Church
	10,000
	Contribution to larger project to extend Arts and Drama Centre

	12
	St Mary's Church
	5,000
	To provide additional stop on church organ

	14
	Trustees of the Loughton Lopping Endowment Fund 
	20,000
	Installation of accessible toilets as part of greater accessibility works

	16
	Harlowsave Credit Union
	7,764
	IT and volunteer/management costs to extend outreach services

	19
	Norman Booth Centre
	5,225
	3 Air conditioning units for refreshment area of the Norman Booth Centre - a voluntary run Recreation centre

	20
	MRCT Harlow Foodbank
	4,000
	Redevelopment of central distribution site for food and salary costs for Satellite Co-ordinator

	21
	Harlow 2002 Ladies
	2,000
	Admin costs, speakers and coaching expenses for club with 45-50 elderly ladies.

	22
	Harlow Boccia Club
	3,000
	New Boccia balls ramps and T-shirts to wear during competitions.

	24
	Mike Jackson Trust
	3,500
	Funding for laptops and video camera

	27
	Uttlesford Futures
	20,000
	Combined Cycle Route between Saffron Walden and Audley End Station

	28
	IPSEA (Independent Parental Special Education Advice)
	2,000
	To provide a Parental Support Surgery via the provision of IT equipment
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