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The Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation has requested that there is some scrutiny of the new Local Transport Plan, and as highways matters fall within the remit of two Policy and Scrutiny Committees it is proposed that a joint Task and Finish Group be established with the Economic Development and Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee to undertake this review.
A briefing paper on the Local Transport is in the process of preparation by Highways Officers, and will be circulated to Members prior to the meeting.

Members’ attention is drawn to a draft scoping document that has been drawn up after discussion with the two Committee Chairmen for the review, which is attached at the Appendix to this report for the Committee’s approval.
Please could any Member who wishes to be appointed to the Task and Finish Group advise the Chairman accordingly.
Action required by the Committee: 

The Committee is requested to consider approval of the draft scoping document on proposals for a joint scrutiny review on the Local Transport Plan with the Economic Development and Environment Policy and Scrutiny Committee, and the establishment of a Joint Task and Finish Group. 

____________________________

Appendix to report SSC/17/10

Policy and Scrutiny Scoping Document

	Committee
	Economic Development and Environment , and Safer and Stronger Communities Policy and Scrutiny Committees

	Topic
	Local Transport Plan
	Ref:  TBC

	Objective
	To consider the proposed Local Transport Plan in the delivery of the Council’s long term vision for highways and transportation in Essex.

	Reasons for undertaking review
	The topic has been referred by the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation to the Committees for consideration, as he would welcome a broader County Councillor view on his proposals for the development of the Local Transport Plan.

	Method

· Initial briefing to define scope

· Task & Finish Group
· Commission
· Full Committee
	A briefing paper will be submitted to the scheduled October 2010 meetings of both Committees setting out background on the proposed new Local Transport Plan.  Highways Officers will not be present at those meetings.
It is proposed that a Joint Task and Finish Group comprising two or three members from each Committee be established to undertake the review at a meeting in November, and report to the respective Committees prior to referring any conclusions to the Cabinet Member.

	
Membership
	To be confirmed

	Issues to be addressed
	What is the purpose of the proposed new Local Transport Plan?

How is the Plan to be developed, and what is the timeframe for its adoption?

How are issues in the Plan being prioritised?

Are there any particular issues that the proposed Group should take into consideration? 

Is the chosen approach to the Plan a suitable vehicle for the delivery of the Council’s long term vision for highways and transportation in Essex?

	Sources of Evidence and witnesses
	Briefing Paper

Councillor Norman Hume, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation

Head of Highways and Transportation 

	Work Programme
	Initial Committee meetings are scheduled for 15 and 21 October 2010, and the proposed Group will meet in November.

	Indicators of Success
	Submission of report to the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation setting out the Committees’ comments for his consideration in the development of the Local Transport Plan, .

	Meeting the CfPS Objectives

· Critical Friend Challenge to Executive

· Reflect Public voice and concerns

· Own the scrutiny process
· Impact on service delivery
	The Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation has invited the Committee to act as a critical friend to the Executive by examining the Local Transport Plan

	Diversity and Equality
	If any Diversity and Equality issues are identified during the course of review, they will be taken into consideration as appropriate

	Date agreed by Committee
	

	Future Action
	

	Governance Officer
	Christine Sharland
	Committee Officer
	Janet Mills

	Service Lead Officer(s)
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