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Development of the Forum
Report by Secretary to the Forum
Enquiries to Judith Dignum, 01245 430044
1. Purpose of the Report
1.1
To seek Members’ agreement in principle to the future development of the Forum’s role and to make proposals to take this forward.
2. Recommendations
2.1 That the future development of the Forum’s role be agreed in principle;

2.2 That the proposals set out in paragraph 3.2 below to progress the issue be agreed.
3. Background
3.1 As members will be aware, the Forum is a statutory body, established in 2003, to bring together the local authority and admission authorities within the area of Essex County Council.  Its role is to discuss and monitor admissions policies, and to ensure fairness and compliance with the statutory requirements relating to school admissions.
3.2 The Forum’s membership was amended in 2009 to reflect the requirements of new legislation.  As this is now the second meeting under the new arrangements, it is a good time to consider how the Forum could develop to ensure that it is fulfilling its remit effectively.  In order to progress this further, the following actions are proposed:

· A review of the approaches adopted by other Admission Forums recognised for their good practice, to be carried out by the Governance Officer and the Head of Member Support and Governance.
·  A meeting of the Forum in late June/early July to taking the form of a discussion facilitated by a recognised authority on admissions.  The aim will be for members to consider the outcome of the above review and identify challenges and issues arising from the Forum’s areas of responsibility, with a view to developing a programme of future work. 

 
3.3 Members’ comments and suggestions are welcome.
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