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Developing the Health Scrutiny role of the Forum
At its last meeting the Forum considered the draft protocols which the Essex Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee was developing with the objective of enabling the Health Overview & Scrutiny powers bestowed on the County Council by the Health & Social Care Act 2001 to be exercised at the most appropriate level:

· Strategic issues by the county-wide Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee (HOSC)

· Sub-county issues affecting more than one district council area by the appropriate Area Forum

· Locality issues confined to a single district council area by the district/borough council or a sub-group of the Area Forum

The meeting also received presentations on health inequalities arising from the Joint Service Needs Assessment (JSNA). This highlighted the following needs across the Forum’s area:

Epping Forest

· Large inequalities within the district

· Population changes/ageing population

· Lifestyle issues i.e. smoking, obesity

· Environment issues i.e. access in rural area, road traffic injuries

Harlow

· Population growth

· Inequalities within district and between other districts

· Wider determinants of health i.e. education, crime, poverty, deprivation

· Lifestyle issues i.e. smoking, obesity, physical activity, sexual health

Uttlesford

· Population changes/ageing population

· Environment issues i.e. access in rural area, road traffic injuries, CO2 admissions

· Lifestyle issues i.e. alcohol

· Inequalities within the district

Brentwood

· Population changes/ageing population

· Lifestyle issues i.e. obesity, alcohol

· The needs of informal carers
· Access to health services
NHS South West Essex also presented their five year strategy for tackling these and other health issues - see Appendix 1.

The strategy for NHS West Essex is detailed in report AFW/07/10 and their representatives will introduce and answer questions on this during the meeting.

The Forum will then identify issues which it thinks should be considered in more depth and whether it would be more appropriate for them to be reviewed at a strategic level by HOSC, by the Forum or referred to one of district/borough councils.

Health for North East London (H4NEL).  
The last meeting of the Forum received an update from Councillor Chris Pond, the County Council’s representative on the London Joint Overview and Scrutiny Committee (JOSC).  This meeting will receive a briefing from H4NEL on issues raised during their consultation process on proposals for reconfiguring hospital services.

Where there are proposals for substantial developments or variations in the provision of health services, Health Overview & Scrutiny Committees can exercise powers of referral to the Secretary of State for Health on one of the following grounds:
· There has been no consultation

· The consultation has been inadequate

· The final decision is not in the interest of the delivery of health services across the whole of the area affected

A ministerial directive has decreed that where substantial changes affect more than one local social services area, the local authorities concerned must form a Joint Overview & Scrutiny Committee (JOSC). Moreover only that Committee can exercise the above powers.
The Forum has a unique opportunity to:

· influence H4NEL towards the end of their consultation process 

· make the Essex representative on the H4NEL JOSC aware of local concerns

East of England Ambulance Service
Regional wide health issues fall within the remit of the East of England HOSC Chairman’s Forum. The next meeting of this group is likely to recommend the establishment of an East of England JOSC to formally review the services provided by and the performance of the East of England Ambulance service.

Previous discussions within meetings of the Forum have indicated that there may be a number of cross border issues associated with the services provided by the East of England and London Ambulance services. The West Area Forum will need to consider the most effective way of feeding those issues into any Regional JOSC.
Conclusion
Each of the above issues reflect the importance of the developing role of the Area Forum in holding the health service to local democratic account.
