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Introduction 
At the meeting of the South Area Forum on 7 June it was reported that the funding available for the Forum in the current financial year 2010/11 is £50,000 in total. Members were invited to promote and encourage the submission of applications against the available £50,000 South Essex Area Forum budget for small grants to achieve real improvements in local communities. The report indicated that we were keen to use this funding for projects in South Essex which had not received other financial support directly from the County Council and where the contribution would make a real difference to the chances of the project actually happening.
The deadline for submissions for funding was agreed as Monday 18th October 2010, at which point 40 application forms had been received requesting total funding of £183,865, an over subscription of £133,865. 

In determining budget recommendations, the Chairman of the South Essex Area Forum, supported by the Area Co-ordinator, considered all applications. Due to the over subscription for the funding available, in making these recommendations, the Chairman has tried to ensure that the geographical spread of funding across Basildon, Castle Point and Rochford is equitable and that the smaller schemes are supported, with the larger schemes being referred to the main Community Initiatives Funding when they meet the criteria.

Recommendations for funding

The recommendations are set out in the tables below:
Table A – Summary of recommendations by District

Table B – Details of bids and recommended allocations by District 

Table C – Area wide bids recommended for allocation 

Table D – Bids not recommended for funding 

TABLE A – Summary of recommendations by District 

	District
	Applications
	Funding Requested
	Funding Recommended

	Basildon 


	12
	£35,014
	£17,314

	Castle Point


	8
	£22,274
	£12,760

	Rochford


	11
	£32,612
	£17,167

	Area Wide 


	2
	£5,350
	£2,675

	TOTAL 
	33
	95,250
	£50,000

	
	
	
	

	Not recommended
	7
	£88,615
	£0

	
	
	
	

	OVERALL BIDS TOTAL
	40
	£183,865
	


TABLE B - Recommendations for funding by district 
	No
	Applicant
	Project details 
	Funding


	
	
	
	Requested
	Recommended

	BASILDON APPLICATIONS 

	1
	Nethermayne Neighbourhood Watch Association  
	Provision of a computer to support the work of the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator. Increasingly the role requires more data to be kept and the current machine cannot cope. 
	£1000
	£500

	2
	Billericay World Challenge Team (India 2011)
	The Team is 19 young people from Billericay who will be travelling to India in 2011, undertaking community work in the poor Himalayan area – teaching English and undertaking building and other work. This bid is for half the cost of equipment, vaccines and visas required. The young people involved have been actively fundraising through part time jobs, organising local events and bag packing in supermarkets. 
	£7125
	£3375

	3
	Home-Start, Basildon District 
	Home-Start is a nationally recognised Charity. This application  is for support to train volunteers to support families in their own homes, providing emotional support and practical help to vulnerable families. In 2009, volunteers provided support to 45 families and positively influenced the lives of 131 children.
	£1850
	£925

	4
	The Shadyfish Experience
	This group provides transitional help to people with drug and alcohol and mental health problems. The aim of the project is to help individuals back into society after rehabilitation programmes. The group has obtained funding from a range of other sources including Basildon Council, Awards for All and the local Drug and Alcohol Reference Group. 
	£3000
	£1500

	5
	Queens Park Court Social Club
	This club provides social activity for the sheltered housing schemes of Queens Park Court, Buckwyns Court, Hill House court and Carvers Wood. The application is for funding to pay for coach hire for residents to undertake social outings and to be able to pay for entertainment in the evenings at Queens Park Court with invitations extended to neighbouring sheltered housing schemes. In addition the group would like to purchase a soup kettle for use at winter social evenings 
	£3000
	£1500

	6
	West Billericay Community Association 
	This application is for the purchase of 5 computers to support administration of the Community Centre and provide public internet access. In addition to purchase operating systems for the machines. The installation and set up is being ‘donated’ by an appropriately qualified member of the Community. 
	£1500
	£900

	No
	Applicant
	Project details 
	Funding

requested      recommended

	7
	Yoga Educational Support Society 
	This application is for funding to provide a weekly yoga class at the Pioneer School, Wickford, for children and young people with moderate to severe learning difficulties. This teaches good posture and provides physical exercise as well as encouraging students to work as a group, improving confidence. 
	£1950
	£975

	8
	TMBS Learning (a not for profit company limited by guarantee)
	This application is for support to complete the Hannakins Environmental Landscape Project (HELP) in Billericay. The project has created a pathway around the grounds of the Community Centre where there is a brook. Planting work has been done and seating areas created. The work has involved volunteer young people from local schools. There remains a length of 350 metres to complete the walk and associated works. 
	£3000
	£1500

	9
	The London Bus Theatre Company 
	This application is for funding towards the final year of a 3 year filming project in Basildon which has engaged over 200 young people from the Craylands, Fryerns East and Queens Park areas of Basildon. It provided training in all aspects of film production from actual filming and acting to the production side . The film, on completion in December 2011 will be shown at the Empire Cinema Festival Leisure Park and on the internet. It may also be shown on television. 
	£3000
	£1500

	10
	Shotgate Parish Council 
	This application is for the purchase of play equipment for the recreation ground which is suitable for disabled as well as able children. This has been identified as a need by the survey for the Parish Plan and by local play groups. It will compliment improvements to facilities which have already been made. 
	£2889
	£1239

	11
	Basildon and Thurrock Epilepsy Action 
	This application is for funding towards the cost of transport for sufferers of epilepsy who worry about travelling on public transport unaccompanied. As a result they become isolated. Availability of transport to meetings and social events will boost confidence, increase independence and reduce isolation. 
	£2000
	£1000

	12
	Basildon,Billericay & Wickford Council for Voluntary Service (BBWCVS)
	This application is for funding support to enable BBW CVS to provide funding workshops for Third Sector groups in Basildon and to run 2 funding fairs, bringing together Funders with voluntary groups. The intention is to boost the capability of voluntary and community groups in Basildon to access available funding with greater success. 
	£4700
	£2400

	BASILDON TOTAL
	£35,014
	£17,314

	No
	Applicant
	Project details 
	Funding

requested      recommended

	ASTLE POINT APPLICATIONS 

	1
	Castle Point Council for Voluntary Service
	This application if for a contribution towards the publication of a community newsletter with four editions a year to enable CAVS to keep in touch with the wider voluntary and community group network and ensure that they are kept informed of a wide range of information from funding sources to volunteering opportunities and a wide range of community and other partner activities. The newsletter also enables CAVS to keep in touch with and support groups as well as public sector partners. 
	£3774
	£1920

	2
	Castle Point Social Car Scheme
	This application is for the cost of community bus and car insurance costs for 2 buses and one disability car for a year. The social car scheme currently has 600 active members who are enabled to keep appointments, do shopping or visit friends/family. The community transport scheme provides transport to day care centres, luncheon clubs and other groups and activities for senior citizens in Castle Point. 
	£3000
	£2000

	3
	The Olive Tree Centre
	The Centre provides counselling fro people with mental health and emotional difficulties. All Counsellors are volunteers and generally pay for their own supervision which is important when supporting others. The current economic climate has made this difficult for some to continue to offer their services for free. The application is for support towards the cost of their supervision and training to ensure that Counsellors are able to continue with their work. 
	£3500
	£1590

	4
	The Legacy Trust, Benfleet
	This application is to support the detached youth worker who has been working in Castle Point & Rochford over the past year. The proposal for the next year is for the post to focus on Castle Point, providing football coaching sessions at Waterside Farm, outreach sessions in the Avenues area and sessions in Benfleet at the Skate park, including BMX, skate boarding and music and video production projects.  
	£5000
	£3000

	5
	Castle Point Division Girl Guides
	This application is seeking funding for the purchase of a new flag pole for the activity centre to replace the original which is broken and also a die cast machine for cutting outlines for cards to be used for projects and at camp and pack holidays. 
	£500
	£250

	6
	Benfleet Cricket and Social Club 
	This application is for the purchase of a mobile cricket cage for the club. The club has around 100 young members who play cricket at Woodside Park. The numbers mean that it is difficult to maintain a safe playing area and the cage would enable that and also mean that the youngsters could play on grass rather than the artificial surface, increasing space options. 
	£1500
	£1000

	No
	Applicant
	Project details 
	Funding

requested     recommended 

	7
	Crossroads Care Essex
	This application is for a contribution towards the cost of running the Monday Club for young disabled adults in Castle Point. The club provides the opportunity for social interaction and activities which feedback from the young people indicates is very much enjoyed and appreciated. 
	£3000
	£2000

	8
	Open Arts Project 
	This is a community arts and mental health project which aims to promote confidence, skills, self esteem and positive mental health. The project offers 12-12 week creative courses that act as a springboard fro people to move on in their progression pathways to other community involvement, learning, training and work. This application is seeking funding for one 10 week fine art course. 
	£2000
	£1000

	CASTLE POINT TOTAL

	£22,274
	£12,760

	ROCHFORD APPLICATIONS 

	1
	The Salvation Army Rayleigh 
	This application is for a contribution towards the expansion costs of ‘just Play’ parent and toddler group in Rayleigh. This has been very successful and now needs to move from the hall into the main worship hall to provide sufficient space. However, this hall requires some adaptations to make it safe for the children. 
	£300
	£150

	2
	Rochford and Rayleigh Citizens Advice Bureau 
	The CAB is required to have a competent person available when open to the public to supervise volunteers, deliver initial assessments and manage sessions. This funding application is seeking support for the training and development costs of the current post holder. The CAB provided help and support to 3795 people in the past year dealing with over 8000 issues. 
	£4287
	£3000

	3
	Rayleigh Town Council 
	This application is seeking funding towards the cost of converting a small part of some land which is being leased from the Woodland Trust into 20 full or 40 half allotment plots. The Town Council currently has a waiting list of 80 people wishing to have an allotment.  
	£4820
	£2410

	4
	Rayleigh and Rochford & District Council for Voluntary Service
	RRAVS is seeking funding towards the cost of holding their annual open day event and four community forums which they would like to hold in the coming year. It is proposed that the forums are breakfast meetings, enabling people to attend before starting their working day. Services and Groups will be invited to come and showcase what they have to offer. The annual open day will provide an opportunity for local voluntary/community groups to present and promote their activities.

	£2600
	£1300

	No
	Applicant
	Project details
	Funding

requested     recommended 

	5
	The Massive Project, Hockleys Youth Centre
	This application seeks funding towards the cost of an open day to promote the Centre and increase the number of young people engaged, which is currently around 25 per session. The open day will also make other agencies aware that the space is available for hire providing another source of income. 
	£2581
	£1211

	6
	Rochford Parish Council 
	This application is seeking funding for the holiday programme of activities for children in Rochford. Activities include pottery, cooking, drama, dancing and cheerleading. The activities run for 5 days a week during the summer holidays and have been very well attended in previous years with over 150 children getting involved. This funding would pay for equipment, refreshments and tutoring. 
	£2000
	£1500

	7
	1st Hullbridge Scouts Group 
	This application is for funding towards the purchase of new sports and electrical equipment for the Group. The equipment it is proposed to purchase includes 4 kayaks and paddles, throwlines, buoyancy aids and a tug-o-war rope. In addition, it also includes a projector for the existing laptop and projector screen. 
	£3324
	£1596

	8
	The Old Peoples Welfare Committee for Rochford and District 
	The Old Peoples Welfare Committee maintains a day centre, open for 50 weeks of the year. It provides 240 places per week. Approximately half of these are taken by people who have limited mobility who are happy to sit and chat. However there are newer users who would like more entertainment. The centre is 25 years old and this application is seeking a contribution towards its refurbishment, part of which is providing more moveable tables and chairs so that space can be created for entertainments, dancing and the like. 
	£5000
	£3000

	9
	1st Rayleigh Scout Group 
	The Scout Group is asking for a contribution towards the cost of replacement of the windows, guttering and doors of their premises. 
	£2200
	£1000

	10
	Rayleigh Physically Handicapped Club
	 This club is seeking funds to enable them to hold both a 40th anniversary celebration and also take their 35 members out for a Christmas meal. Many of the members of the Club are quite socially isolated and won’t see family or friends over the Christmas holiday. It is members who have asked for these events. 
	£1500
	£1000

	11
	Hawkwell Parish Plan Group 
	This group is seeking funds towards the cost of producing a Parish Plan supported by the Essex Community Foundation. The plan will be the basis for delivering on identified priorities for the future of Hawkwell.
	£4000
	£1000

	ROCHFORD TOTAL 
	£32,612 
	£17,167


TABLE C – Recommendations for funding Area wide

	No
	Applicant
	Project details 
	Funding

requested     recommended 

	1
	Computers for the Disabled
	This project provides recycled, internet ready PCs and user support services. In the last year across south Essex, they supplied 300 computers and assisted 150 disabled people with computer repairs at an affordable cost. The application seeks funds to purchase a second hand car to support the collection of donated computers and the local delivery and maintenance of machines where requested. 
	£2000
	£1000

	2
	The Art Ministry 
	This organisation delivers art classes to a range of people including children with behavioural problems, blind people, mental health patients and people with physical and learning disabilities. The Art Ministry receives referrals from Doctors, hospitals and Health outreach workers. Clients tend to be elderly and isolated in their homes. Involvement in the art classes encourages and supports confidence and the development of social skills. All classes are delivered through trained volunteers many of whom are also health professionals. 
	£3,350
	£1675

	AREA WIDE TOTAL
	£5350
	£2675


TABLE D – Bids not recommended for funding 

	No
	Applicant
	Project details
	Funding

requested     recommended 

	1
	The Foundation for Essex Arts Ltd
	This project is to save a piece of public art, the water feature which is currently sited in front of the Fords Trafford building which has been sold to Colonnade and the future of the fountain, which was originally purchased with pubic funds is in doubt. This organisation is working with Basildon District Council to identify another location. Colonnade have indicated their willingness to help, including excavating the water feature which will help with the costs. This is a capital project and very appropriate for inclusion in the bids for consideration by the Community Initiatives Fund Awards Panel. The large sum requested is unsuitable for funding from this small grants pot. It is recommended that it be forwarded to this fund.
	£20,000
	

	2
	Billericay Town Council 
	This application is to provide much needed play facilities in Lake Meadows for younger children which is also Disability Discrimination Act compliant. This need has been identified by the many parents, guardians  and grand parents who visit the park with their children. This is a capital project which is very suitable for consideration within the Community Initiatives Fund, in particular because the Area Forum Budget is very over-subscribed. It is recommended that it be forwarded to this fund.
	£3000
	

	3
	Samaritans at Basildon 
	This bid is to provide disabled access at the Samaritans centre. This requires the installation of a ramp. The Group also lets out a room to the public to raise funds and disabled access would make it a more attractive location. This is a capital project which is very suitable for consideration within the Community Initiatives Fund, in particular because the Area Forum Budget is very over-subscribed. It is recommended that it be forwarded to this fund.
	£3250
	

	4
	Island Boys and Girls 
	This application is for funding towards the replacement of windows and door plus security shutters for the community building which Island Boys and Girls own having purchased it from Castle Point Borough Council. The building supports a huge number of football teams ranging from juniors up adults and seniors. The interior has been refurbished over the past few years and the hall is used by a very broad range of local community groups on a daily basis both daytime and evening. An  application of this size is obviously not suitable for a small grants scheme but very appropriate for the Community Initiatives Fund. It is recommended that it be forwarded to this fund. 
	£35,230
	

	5
	Rayleigh Town Archery Club
	This application is requesting support for development of the provision to teach archery to the disabled. The project has been running for two years and now need to provide better facilities, including toilets (for which they plan to purchase a unit) and hard pathways for wheelchairs around the targets. The group has 120 members 4 of whom are disabled. One of these is sufficiently excellent to be part of the Paralympic programme for 2012. They are keen to extend the membership to more disabled people but current facilities don’t allow it. This is a capital project and very appropriate for inclusion in the bids for consideration by the Community Initiatives Fund Awards Panel. The large sum requested is unsuitable for funding from this small grants pot. It is recommended that it be forwarded to this fund.
	£12000
	

	6
	Rayleigh Skate Council 
	This application is seeking support for the development of a new skate park facility in King Georges Playing Field. The current facility is very well used but small and in need of both refurbishment but more importantly expansion. The project is being led by Rayleigh Skate Park users working with the Town Council. They have succeeded in raising the majority of the £90k required and are requesting a grant to cover the remaining requirement. This is a capital project and very appropriate for inclusion in the bids for consideration by the Community Initiatives Fund Awards Panel. The large sum requested is unsuitable for funding from this small grants pot. It is recommended that it be forwarded to this fund.
	£14,210
	

	7
	Southend Arts Club
	This application is for support towards workshops and art demonstrations. This organisation provides activities in Southend. Although its membership comes from Castle Point & Rochford as well as Southend it is not recommended for funding from the South Essex Area Forum budget. 
	£925
	

	TOTAL 


	£88,615
	0
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