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1. Proportion of 19 year olds with level 2 attainment in West Essex
	Year
	Epping Forest
	Harlow
	Uttlesford
	Essex
	East of England
	England

	2004
	67%
	47%
	77%
	66%
	69%
	66%

	2005
	69%
	57%
	77%
	69%
	71%
	69%

	2006
	67%
	59%
	78%
	71%
	73%
	71%

	Change 2004 - 06
	0%
	12%
	1%
	5%
	4%
	5%

	2007
	
	
	
	71%
	
	69.8%


2. Proportion of 19 year olds with level 3 attainment in West Essex
	Year
	Epping Forest
	Harlow
	Uttlesford
	Essex
	East of England
	England

	2004
	43%
	23%
	58%
	43%
	46%
	42%

	2005
	47%
	29%
	58%
	45%
	48%
	46%

	2006
	46%
	32%
	61%
	46%
	49%
	47%

	Change 2004 - 06
	3%
	8%
	3%
	3%
	3%
	5%

	2007
	
	
	
	45.7%
	
	45.4%


The proportion of 19 year olds with level 2 and 3 qualifications is key performance indicator, in some ways summarising the overall performance of educational providers. Data shows that attainment in West Essex is varied, with Uttlesford performing significantly above the Essex, east of England and national averages. Epping is performing slightly below these comparators, with a trend of improvement slower than the national average. Harlow district shows a rapid rate of improvement, but the overall attainment is still low compared to Essex, the East of England or national figures.

3. Performance of learners with a home postcode in the Local Authority: overall 16 – 18 FE success rates.
	Area
	2005/06
	2006/07
	2007/08

	Epping Forest
	67%
	72%
	78%

	Harlow
	72%
	72%
	85%

	Uttlesford
	76%
	80%
	79%

	Essex
	78%
	82%
	83%


Source: Individualised Learner Record, LSC, 2009


This data indicates that Harlow residents who attend further education succeed well. However, the data does not contain information on the number of students involved and so is not as useful as it might be.

4. Success rates (long courses) of learners aged 16 – 18 at Epping Forest College

	Level of Programme
	2005/06
	2006/07
	2007/08

	
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	National rate %

	Level 1
	474
	63.3
	397
	67.8
	780
	64.9
	78

	Level 2
	885
	64
	909
	61.2
	889
	73.2
	74.3

	Level 3
	1,837
	60
	1,848
	60.4
	1,782
	66.8
	75.5


Source: Individualised Learner Record, LSC, 2009

5. Success rates (long courses) of adult learners at Epping Forest College

	Level of Programme
	2005/06
	2006/07
	2007/08

	
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	National rate %

	Level 1
	662
	53.3
	820
	58
	423
	80.6
	75.9

	Level 2
	402
	61.9
	338
	69.8
	322
	76.4
	71.9

	Level 3
	431
	54.8
	374
	56.4
	342
	72.8
	72.3


Source: Individualised Learner Record, LSC, 2009

Looking at the latest data available (2007/08), the success rates for learners aged 16 – 18 at Epping Forest College were significantly below that of similar colleges at levels 1 and 3 and they were comparable to national figures at level 2. Adults students performed better and success rates were above the national average at levels 1 and 2 and comparable for level 3. This data is partly reflected in the most recent Ofsted judgement (December 2008) that the college’s provision is inadequate.
6. Success rates (long courses) of learners aged 16 – 18 at Harlow College

	Level of Programme
	2005/06
	2006/07
	2007/08

	
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	National rate %

	Level 1
	707
	75.1
	728
	72.8
	724
	88.1
	78

	Level 2
	1,042
	60.7
	837
	68.7
	554
	86.5
	74.3

	Level 3
	1,787
	70.9
	1,787
	76.2
	1,071
	85.9
	75.5


Source: Individualised Learner Record, LSC, 2009

7. Success rates (long courses) of adult learners at Harlow College

	Level of Programme
	2005/06
	2006/07
	2007/08

	
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	National rate %

	Level 1
	1,068
	81.1
	925
	69.2
	532
	86.3
	75.9

	Level 2
	608
	60
	482
	68.9
	457
	78.6
	71.9

	Level 3
	443
	60.3
	321
	71
	319
	88.1
	72.3


Source: Individualised Learner Record, LSC, 2009

Students’ success rates for 2007/08 at Harlow College are high and significantly above the national average for similar colleges at all levels and for students of all ages. 

8. Success rates (long courses) of learners aged 16 – 18 at Cambridge Regional College

	Level of Programme
	2005/06
	2006/07
	2007/08

	
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	National rate %

	Level 1
	1,730
	70.9
	3,221
	75.4
	3,346
	71.8
	78

	Level 2
	2,029
	72.6
	2,440
	75.5
	2,512
	72.6
	74.3

	Level 3
	1,394
	61.8
	983
	69.7
	969
	74.9
	75.5


Source: Individualised Learner Record, LSC, 2009

9. Success rates (long courses) of adult learners at Cambridge Regional College

	Level of Programme
	2005/06
	2006/07
	2007/08

	
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	Learners
	Success rate %
	National rate %

	Level 1
	2,314
	72.2
	1,911
	73.4
	1,557
	76.5
	75.9

	Level 2
	1,707
	70.9
	1,507
	76
	1,223
	75.1
	71.9

	Level 3
	1,241
	68.1
	623
	73.5
	653
	70
	72.3


Source: Individualised Learner Record, LSC, 2009

Students’ success rates for 2007/08 at Cambridge Regional College for learners aged 16 – 18 are below the national average for students at all levels. They are significantly above national figures for adult students at level 2 and comparable for levels 1 and 3.
10. Overall 16 – 18 Apprenticeship and Advanced Apprenticeship success rates.

	Area
	2006/07
	2007/08

	Epping Forest
	64%
	61%

	Harlow
	49%
	54%

	Uttlesford
	58%
	63%

	Essex
	62%
	62%


Source: Individualised Learner Record, LSC, 2009

Young people in Epping Forest and Uttlesford districts taking work based learning achieved success rates comparable to the rest of Essex, with Harlow improving, but still below the comparator figures. 
11. Positive outcomes achieved by Entry to Employment learners 2007/08.

	Area
	Leavers
	Further education 
	Work based learning
	Employment with and without training
	Positive outcomes %

	Epping Forest
	40
	10
	0
	10
	50%

	Harlow
	90
	20
	<5
	20
	42%

	Uttlesford
	10
	
	<5
	<5
	30%

	Essex
	1160
	210
	50
	370
	54%


Entry to Employment (E2E) programmes are designed primarily to provide young people with the skills required for employment or further education and training. The number of young people taking these courses is low, but performance in the western districts is below that of Essex overall.
12. School and College (Post 16) achievement and attainment, 2008.

	Area
	Average level 3 QCA point score per student
	Average level 3 QCA point score per entry

	
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Epping Forest
	617.8
	638.6
	645.9
	191.7
	198.2
	198.1

	Harlow
	594.6
	621.5
	627.6
	196.3
	199.8
	200.7

	Uttlesford
	766.7
	771.3
	775.8
	212.7
	212.2
	213

	Essex
	741.8
	756.9
	766.7
	200.9
	203.3
	203.9


Source: School and college achievement and attainment tables, Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2009 
Uttlesford is a highly-performing area compared to Essex overall and national figures. The attainment of young people in both Epping Forest and Harlow districts is improving at a fast rate, but has still not reached the overall Essex average.
13. Percentage of 15 year olds pupils achieving Level 2, 2005-2008

	Area
	Percentage of pupils achieving level  (GCSE equivalent)
	Percentage of pupils achieving level  (GCSE equivalent) including English and maths

	
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Epping Forest
	60.2%
	61.1%
	64.0%
	45.9%
	47.0%
	45.9%

	Harlow
	52.5%
	54.6%
	57.9%
	32.7%
	38.5%
	32.7%

	Uttlesford
	68.1%
	67.8%
	71.1%
	 
	59.1%
	62.5%

	Essex
	58.8%
	60.8%
	63.1%
	 
	47.1%
	48.8%


Source: School and college achievement and attainment tables, Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2009

This data shows once again that Uttlesford is a highly-performing area, above the overall Essex figures. Both Epping Forest and Harlow districts stalled in 2008 in the percentage of pupils achieving level (GCSE equivalent) including English and maths, with no increase since 2006.
14. West Essex Further Education learners at local providers in 2008/09
	Provider
	District of learner
	Entry & Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	2008/09 total

	Cambridge Regional College
	Epping Forest 
	1
	1
	1
	

	
	Harlow
	1
	
	9
	

	
	Uttlesford
	121
	83
	160
	

	Cambridge Regional College Total
	
	123
	84
	170
	377

	Epping Forest College
	Epping Forest 
	86
	129
	214
	

	
	Harlow
	2
	4
	11
	

	
	Uttlesford
	2
	
	
	

	Epping Forest College Total

	
	90
	133
	225
	450

	Harlow College
	Epping Forest 
	112
	167
	354
	

	
	Harlow
	231
	365
	635
	

	
	Uttlesford
	46
	40
	44
	

	Harlow College Total
	
	389
	572
	1,033
	2,007

	Grand Total
	
	602
	789
	1,428
	2,834


Source: Individualised Learner Record, LSC, 2009
The travel to study pattern of learners aged 16 to 18 is demonstrated clearly by the data below. The large majority of Uttlesford residents entering further education attend Cambridge Regional College, a significant number for level 1 programmes. The overwhelming number of Epping Forest residents attend their local college, Epping Forest, but few other residents from other districts do so. Although the majority of Harlow residents attend Harlow College, a significant number of Epping Forest district do so also, particularly for level 3 courses. These travel to study patterns of study have been similar since 2005/06.

15. Young people aged 16 to 18 not in education, employment or training (NEET)
	District


	Overall NEET August 2009
	2008

	
	
	

	Epping
	3.7%
	3.7%

	Harlow
	7.8%
	6.6%

	Uttlesford
	5.3%
	4.8%

	Essex Overall
	8.4%
	

	Statistical neighbours
	6.7%
	

	East of England
	7.9%
	

	England National average
	8.7%
	


The current situation for young people in west Essex who are not in education, employment or training (NEET) is as shown below. These figures show Harlow is comparable to local and national figures, with Epping and Uttlesford performing well. It is not clear whether these figures will be maintained in the current economic downturn.
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