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Evidencing young people’s contact with Youth Work in Essex

Youth work in Essex is captured under four main headings, this is in line with guidelines from the National Youth Agency. This information is collected locally at project/centre level and put onto Profile 2000 which collates data. The four main headings are as follows:

· Contacts

· Participants

· Recorded Outcomes

· Accredited Outcomes

Contacts is the number of individuals who have had a contact with a youth work project, this maybe a one-off or a short activity.
Participants are young people who have an ongoing connection with a local youth club or project. They would attend regularly or may have taken part in a project delivered over a number of days or weeks.

Recorded Outcomes
These are normally where a young person has gained or learnt something that can make a difference to them at a personal level, in many cases they can be quite small changes in behaviour or attitude as a result of some youth work activity.

Accredited Outcomes
These are normally evidenced formally with a recognised certificate or award, such as Youth Action Awards, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award or Open College Network ( OCN) certificates, 1st Aid, etc.
Figures for West Essex from April09 to end December09 are as follows
	
	Epping Forest
	Harlow
	Uttlesford

	Contacts
	908
	575
	683

	Participants
	646
	399
	474

	Recorded
	497
	239
	293

	Accredited
	150
	113
	92


The above table shows for example that at the four youth centres in Epping Forest  plus the mobile 908 young people have had some contact with ECC youth work programmes. Six hundred and forty-six have had regular contact over the past nine months.
Stakeholders and funding streams within youth work provision

There is currently an inconsistent structure across West Essex (and possibly county wide) regarding local groups who oversee youth work. Prior to the setting up of local CYPSPS (children and young people’s strategic partnerships) each district council area had a Youth Strategy Group (YSG). The YSG met between 4 and 6 times a year to receive a report on ECC youth work delivery across the district. Membership included county and district councillors and officers, plus representatives from local organisations including Police, PCT and voluntary organisations and young people. It was able to identify areas of local need and act in an advisory capacity. Many often lobbied either district or the county council for additional resources or sought to find solutions to local problems (often related to premises issues). In West Essex YSG’s on the whole were fairly active and well attended. These groups were wound up when CYPSP’s were formed. Unfortunately each CYPSP’s adopted a different approach regarding sub-groups.
The current situation is as follows, in Epping Forest there is the Positive Activities Group which meets regularly to look at youth work activities across the district. Membership includes Integrated Youth Services, District Council, ECVYS,Police and local church groups. This is chaired by the IYS manager and links to the Epping Forest Children’s Partnership, which links to the West Essex Children’s Trust Board.

Harlow has a number of groups that look at young people’s issues but there is no formal meeting or group in place to bring all of this together in a strategic way.

Uttlesford has for many years supported a Youth Initiatives Group which is very much a multi-agency group including PCT, District Council, Police, IYS,ECVYS and young people. The group have been able to support various activities for young people across Uttlesford and has been a source of funding for local projects. 
The majority of funding to support youth work delivered by ECC comes directly from the County Council, some projects are supported by funding from District Councils or Police to support crime Reduction programmes. There are also a small number of projects that get funding for additional staff from local parish councils.

