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Minutes of a meeting of the Council held at County Hall, Chelmsford on 21 April 2009
Present

Chairman: Councillor Mrs E M Hart
Vice-Chairman: Councillor R L Bass
Councillors:

	J F Aldridge
	Lord Hanningfield
	M J Page

	W Archibald
	A M Hedley
	R A Pearson

	C J Baker
	Mrs T M A Higgins
	J W Pike

	P J Baker
	J Holland
	C C Pond

	Mrs S Barker
	M J Howard
	Mrs I Pummell

	E Bishop
	R C Howard
	Mrs J M Reeves

	K Bobbin
	N J Hume
	C G Riley

	R G Boyce
	E C Johnson
	J Roberts

	S Candy
	J G Jowers
	D C F Robinson

	S C Castle
	P L Kirkman
	J M Schofield

	R P Chambers
	M C M Lager
	R G Smith

	Mrs T M Chapman
	L M Lee
	T C Smith-Hughes

	A H Clover
	Miss R E Liebeschuetz
	T J Spencer

	M Cossens
	D J Louis
	P M Sztumpf

	W J C Dick
	J R Lucas
	M J Tomkins

	L J Double
	G W McEwen
	Mrs A Turrell

	A T P Durcan
	M J Mackrory
	K Twitchen

	N D C Edey
	C B Manning-Press
	S M Walsh

	D M Finch
	P J Martin
	R G Walters

	Mrs M D Fisher
	B H Mead
	Mrs L R Watson

	K Francis
	Mrs M A Miller
	Mrs E A Webster

	I A D Gale
	D W Morris
	Mrs M J Webster

	R J Gooding
	A Naylor
	J A Young

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


12. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors C W Finn, A J Jackson and P J Oxley.
13. Declarations of Interest

Councillor T C Smith-Hughes declared a personal interest in item 1 of agenda item 3 (Report of Cabinet Issues, Banking on Essex – Phase one: providing financial products and business improvement services to Essex SMEs) in that he had been employed as a banker lending money to small businesses.

Councillor Miss R E Liebeshuetz declared a personal interest in item 1 of agenda item 3 (Report of Cabinet Issues, Banking on Essex – Phase one: providing financial products and business improvement services to Essex SMEs) in that she managed a small business (albeit not in Essex).

Councillors Mrs S Barker, R C Howard and R G Walters declared a personal interest in item 3 of agenda item 6, (Report of Cabinet Issues, Inter Authority Agreement between ECC and the District and Borough Councils to support the delivery of the Waste Strategy) in that they were members of three of the District Councils which were party to the Agreement.

14. Minutes
Resolved:

That the minutes of the meeting held on 10 February 2009 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
15. Recent Deaths
The Chairman informed the Council with sadness of the recent deaths of Howard Kleyn, who represented the Loughton St Mary Electoral Division from May 1981 until he stood down in 1985, and of Michael Leadbetter, former Director of Social Services.  Members stood for a minute in silence in memory of Mr Kleyn and Mr Leadbetter.
16. Rural Vision Award
The Chairman, on behalf of the Council, congratulated Lord Hanningfield, who had won the Rural Vision Award from the Countryside Alliance in recognition of his work to support rural communities.  She presented the Award to Lord Hanningfield.
17. Beacon Award – Olympic and Paralympic Games Legacy Work
The Chairman congratulated the Strategic Sport, 2012 Legacy Team who had worked to achieve Beacon status for the Council in respect of work to use the legacy of the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games to encourage communities to be more active.  Councillor Stephen Castle, Cabinet Member for Economic Development, Regeneration and 2012 Games, presented the award to the Chairman.
18. National Award for Innovative Partnerships
The Chairman, on behalf of the Council, congratulated staff in Leaving and Aftercare and Integrated Youth Services who had won the Prince’s Trust Partnership Innovation Award for their work with the Trust to support young people leaving care.  Councillor Simon Walsh, Cabinet Member for Families, presented the award to the Chairman.
19. Government Business Award
The Chairman, on behalf of the Council, congratulated staff in Essex Shared Service who had won a Government Business Award for the progress and benefits arising from the centralisation of invoices and e-invoicing.  Councillor Peter Martin, Deputy Leader of the Council, presented the award to the Chairman.
20. Municipal Journal Awards
The Chairman congratulated staff in Law and Registration, Facilities Management and the Strategy and Business Service within Schools, Children and Families who had been shortlisted for Municipal Journal awards.  
21. Presentation of Petitions
Members presented the following petitions to Councillor Norman Hume, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation:

· Councillor Mrs J M Reeves on behalf of residents of Hadleigh regarding a proposed bus lane;

· Councillor Mrs I Pummell on behalf of residents of Wickford regarding a lack of bus services.
22. Motions Under Council Procedure Rule 8
Financial Management
It was moved by Councillor J F Aldridge and seconded by Councillor J W Pike:

Upon being put to the meeting, the motion was declared to be carried.  Accordingly it was:
Resolved:

This Council recognises the achievements of the last four years and in particular the prudent approach to financial management which has placed this authority in a confident position to protect our citizens throughout the recession.

We also recognise that still more needs to be done to ensure a continuation of excellent services despite diminished resources and therefore support the ambition to make savings of £200 million of taxpayers’ money to be reinvested in further improvements to services for the public.
23. Report of Cabinet Issues
Councillors Mrs S Barker, R C Howard, Miss R E Liebeschuetz, T C Smith-Hughes and R G Walters declared a personal interest in this item.  Minute 13 above refers.

The report of Cabinet Issues was received.
Upon being put to the meeting, the recommendations relating to item 2 (Adoption of the Statement of Community Involvement) were agreed and accordingly it was:
Resolved
(1) That the Statement of Community Involvement (Draft Adopted Version), circulated with the report as Appendix B, be adopted

The report was adopted.

24. Update on the progress of EssexWorks Section 8, Our Modernisation Agenda: Improving Our Services

The report was received.
Upon being put to the meeting, the recommendations were declared to be carried, and accordingly it was:
Resolved:

That, in relation to the EssexWorks: Putting Our Customers First Transformation Programme, the update on progress be noted and authority to select a preferred bidder be delegated to the Cabinet.

25. Overview and Scrutiny Annual Report
The Overview and Scrutiny Annual Report was received and adopted.
26. Questions to the Leader of the Council, Cabinet Members and Committee Chairmen
Members responded to questions on the following issues:

· Funds for Council Tax Rebate (Councillor T C Smith-Hughes of the Leader of the Council)

The Leader of the Council agreed to follow up Councillor Smith-Hughes’ proposal regarding surplus funds originally earmarked for the Council Tax rebate to people on low incomes.
· Public Participation in Council Meetings / Accessibility of Meetings (Councillor Mrs T M A Higgins of the Leader of the Council)
The Leader of the Council stated that the arrangements with regard to public participation in Council meetings would be a matter for the new Council to consider if it so wished.  He stated that the issue of accessibility, particularly in relation to Committee Room1, would receive further consideration.
· Support for Essex History Fair, Waltham Abbey 2010 (Councillor C B Manning-Press of the Cabinet Member for Heritage, Culture and the Arts)
The Cabinet Member stated that, although he supported the event in principle, the detailed arrangements had yet to be determined.
· Accessibility improvement works, Shire Hall (Councillor K Francis of the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation)
The Cabinet Member advised that a feasibility study was to be carried out, and that funding for the improvement works had been included in the budget.
· Development of local public transport (Councillor K Francis of the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation)

The Cabinet Member advised of his intention to continue to develop public transport in Essex, using the powers contained within the Local Transport Act 2008 to strengthen existing good relations with partners
· Highways Issues in West Essex (Councillor C C Pond of the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation)
The Cabinet Member undertook to investigate the issues raised regarding the pedestrian crossing outside Debden Library, obstructive parking in Loughton and Debden bus park.
· Impact of the Communities Initiatives Fund (CIF) (Councillor W J C Dick of the Cabinet Member for Localism and Planning)
The Cabinet Member advised of the progress of the Fund, which was attracting a positive response from local people.
· Highway maintenance, Wickford (Councillor Mrs I Pummell of the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation)

The Cabinet Member accepted thanks from Councillor Mrs Pummell, and advised that 90% of the potholes that had appeared during the winter would be repaired by the end of April.

· Misleading publicity (Councillor P L Kirkman of the Leader of the Council)
The Leader of the Council commented on the examples referred to by Councillor Kirkman, stating that in his view, and with one exception, the contents were accurate.
· Care of the Elderly (Councillor Mrs J Young of the Cabinet Member for Adults, Health and Community Wellbeing)
The Cabinet Member stated that he was aware of the problems raised in a recent Panorama programme but was satisfied that suitable monitoring arrangements were in place.
· Planning Application – Rivenhall Airfield (Councillor Mrs L M Watson of the Chairman of the Development and Regulation Committee)

The Leader of the Council advised Councillor Mrs Watson to raise the issue outside the meeting.
27. Written Questions (Council Procedure Rules 10 (c) and (d))
(1) By Councillor M Mackrory of Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation

One year ago the Brackenden Drive/Lawn Lane junction improvement in Springfield was completed.  As part of the work the bus shelter, which was in good condition, was removed as the bus stop was relocated a few metres.  After numerous requests for the shelters reinstatement or replacement I was told one had been ordered.  I am now told that it will at the very least be four months before this may happen as, 'due to internal changes to ECC processes all items of capital expenditure (including bus shelters) have to be approved by the Cabinet Member.'  Can I therefore request that the Cabinet Member gives this his urgent attention as all the bus users are asking for is that they get their shelter back which was removed by the County Council?

Reply
The relocation of the bus passenger shelter as a result of the congestion management project at Lawn Lane/Brackenden Drive junction has been delayed due to ongoing discussion regarding the type and form of shelter to be provided.  The original shelter was old style and perhaps not in as good a condition as was first assumed and investigations and discussions with Springfield Parish Council took place to explore how best and in what form to provide a replacement.

This work has been delayed in coming to a conclusion and the original project account secured from planning gain funds has been closed. Additional funding from planning gain receipts has now been secured for the replacement shelter and this has been ordered. It is anticipated that installation will take place around the middle to end of May 2009 depending on supplier delivery period. Therefore the suggestion that delays resulted from internal changes to ECC processes which require all items of capital expenditure to be approved by the Cabinet Member is completely incorrect. 

(2) By Councillor Mrs J M Reeves of the Cabinet Member for Adults, Health and Community Wellbeing

Could the Cabinet Member please inform me as to what steps the Council is taking to help out elderly citizens live securely and independently in their own homes?

Reply

As you are probably aware, Essex has a larger than average percentage of older people. 

 

There are currently over 33,400 people in Essex over 85 years of age - of which 78% live alone.  The number of over 85s is predicted to increase by 43% by 2020.

 

Currently, 7,300 of these people have a Telecare service.

 

For those who may not know what this service provides; there are many different types of Telecare equipment, ranging from sensors which can raise an alarm in the case of a fall, monitor medication usage, or equipment which can help deter bogus callers.
 

Consequently, in the annual Council budget meeting on 10th February 2009, Essex County Council pledged £4million to offer Telecare equipment and support to Essex residents over the age of 85.
 

It is expected that the pledge will provide a Telecare service to an additional 19,400 people over the age of 85.
 

A special Telecare supplement detailing will be inserted into the June edition of the Essex Works magazine – which is particularly popular amongst the target demographic.
 
Additional adverts and publications are being developed and will be rolled out over the next few months.

(3) By Councillor M J Page of the Cabinet Member for Environment and Waste
Could the Cabinet Member please tell me where and how many trees Essex County Council has planted since its pledge to plant an additional 250,000 to support the ecology of Essex?

Reply

I am pleased to be able to tell you that, together with our partners, we have planted a total of 413,075 trees through 126 community projects and over 300 schools.  This has been a truly successful and popular pledge and one that was fully embraced by partners and the public alike. 

Our partners included the Rural Community Council for Essex, Essex Community Foundation, , the Woodlands Trust, the National Trust, BTCV, the Forestry Commission, our Districts, Essex Association of Boys Clubs, The Marks Hall Estate, The Farmers and Wildlife Advisory Group, Essex Wildlife Trust and the thousands of volunteers throughout Essex who planted trees.

(4) By Councillor R C Howard of the Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation

Could the Cabinet Member update me on our progress of reducing the number of killed and seriously injured on our roads?
Reply

Excellent progress has been made in our efforts to reduce the numbers of those Killed and Seriously Injured on Essex’s roads.  

KSI (Killed & Seriously Injured) figures for 2008 have now been finalised and show that the Council has exceeded its target for KSI reduction this year.  The final outturn for 2008 was 706 KSI, which is 93 KSI fewer than the target of 799.   For child KSI casualties, there were a total of 47 child KSI, 23 fewer than the year-end target of 70.  

The results from 2008 are 20% lower than those recorded in 2007 and more than a third fewer child KSIs – 36% - were recorded in 2008 than in 2007. The following table helps to summarise the trend. 

	Yearly outturn
	KSI
	Child KSI

	2006
	987
	74

	2007
	884
	74

	2008
	706
	47


Whilst I welcome this significant reduction in casualties on our roads, I am committed to ensuring that these numbers continue to fall. The Council considers road safety to be a top priority and works in partnership with the emergency services and the Highways Agency. 

Together, we work to drive forward a strategy of education, enforcement and improved engineering.  Our officers work in schools to educate children and offer re-training to educate adult drivers through the driver improvement scheme.  Co-ordinated enforcement days supported by publicity campaigns have proved to very successful and remedial works have been implemented at casualty reduction sites across the county to improve safety for all road users.  

28. Questions to the Essex Police Authority Representative

There were no questions.

29. Questions to the Essex Fire Authority Representative

There were no questions.
30. Report of Council Issues
The report was received.
The recommendations in connection with item 1 (Amendment to the Constitution) and item 2 (2009/10 Treasury Management Strategy) were put to the meeting and accordingly it was:

Resolved:

(1)
That, in accordance with Section 44D of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007, the Constitution be amended to provide for the Term of Office of the Leader of the Council to end on the day of the post-election annual meeting which follows the election as Leader.
(2) That Section 11 of the Council delegations to the Assistant Chief Executive, Executive Director for Policy, Community Planning and Regeneration be amended to read: “(iv) After consultation with the Chairman of the Council, to authorise the reproduction or use of the County Seaxes (outside the coat of arms) by other bodies or persons”.

(3) That the Treasury Management Strategy for 2009/10 be updated to include the revised counterparty criteria set out in the annex attached to the report.
The report was adopted.
Chairman

16 June 2009

