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Motions under Council Procedure Rule 8

1.
Green Energy Generation
Moved by Councillor D J Kendall, seconded by Councillor M Mackrory and supported by Councillor T C Smith-Hughes:
“Council notes the announcement in July by the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change that he is overturning the ban on councils selling renewable energy which will allow councils to sell energy to the National Grid.  This has huge potential for councils across the country to produce their own renewable energy, e.g. wind turbines, solar panels on council buildings, bio-mass, to cut their power bills, reduce carbon emissions and raise much needed revenue at a time when they face significant financial pressures.

Council further notes that the Economic Development and Environment Policy Scrutiny Committee is undertaking a review of the effectiveness of the County Council’s current carbon reduction and energy efficiency agenda.  This is in the context that the Council is failing to meet targets for key performance indicators, and in future the Council could incur financial penalties if it fails to reach carbon reduction targets.  

Council believes, as a community leader, it has a responsibility to take a lead on tackling – and developing and implementing policies on – climate change.

Council therefore resolves to: look at how this Council can work towards generating green energy and, in the process, reduce its carbon footprint, along with generating revenue that will assist the Council in the future funding of its priorities.  To report back to Council or Cabinet within three months with a plan of how and when this Council will start to generate green energy.  
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